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Minutes – 24 July 2019 
 

Boral – Ormeau Quarry 

Local Liaison Group Meeting 
Darlington Conservation House, 24 Cliff Barrons Road, Kingsholme 

 
Attendees 
 
Community Representatives 

− Sue Durance 

− Sid & Jean Wright 
− Judy Hendrikx 

 
Boral Representatives 

− Elke Stapf, Stakeholder Manager (Northern Region) BLPG (Chair) 
− Liam Elsworth, Manager - Ormeau Quarry 

− Robbie Usher, Site Project Manager - Ormeau Quarry 

− Paul West, National Quarry Planning Manager / Regional Manager - BLPG (NR) 
 

Apologies 
− Michael Crandon MP, State Member for Coomera 
− Cr Donna Gates, Division 2, City of Gold Coast 
− Kris Boody, Catchment Liaison Officer, City of Gold Coast 
− JamieLee Young, Environmental Officer – Community Engagement, DES 

− Maria Swenson, Environmental Officer – Community Engagement, DES 

− Bob Durance 

− Angela Peake & Alan Clarke 

− Chris & Muriel Saverin, Neighbours 

− Andrew Lyndon, Planning & Development Manager, BLPG 

− Jessica Van Soest, Environmental Manager Qld 

 
Before starting the meeting we took a moment to reflect on the life of Tim Whines – Forest 
Restorations, and the great work he has done for the community in the Ormeau area along the 
Pimpama Creek and his rehabilitation efforts on the Boral quarry buffer land.  We will miss him.  
Elke announced Boral will create a memorial for Tim in the Environmental Park ensuring Tim’s 
passion for rehabilitation will live on. 
 
Meeting commenced: 5:32pm 
 
Apologies: Elke informed of apologies and read out a message from Kris Boody: “my team at 
Council are conducting an intensive Water quality and macroinvertebrate survey. We have 
selected 44 sites that are on public and private property that has direct access to the Pimpama 
River and its tributaries. We will provide information when we have analysed this information.” 
 
1.0 Quarry Upgrade Project 

Robbie Usher presented key points on the upgrade project:  
● Construction of the crushing and screening plant has been completed, and commissioning 

is well underway; 
● Performance testing completed on the primary plant (main crusher) which is operating at 

full capacity; 
● Localised dust extraction has been installed to capture dust within the operational areas 

and feed them back within the crushing process; 
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● Water sprays and foam solution are installed on conveyors to further enhance dust 
suppression; 

● Performance testing on the secondary/tertiary plant will be conducted over the next 2-5 
months; 

● New quarry fleet delivered to site and in use. 
 

Robbie presented photos of the new plant and equipment. 
 
Sid & Jean Wright reported one unusual loud noise, but said it had not repeated since then.  Elke 
asked Sid to call the quarry immediately if they experience anything unusual so we can follow it 
up then and there. 
 
Robbie spoke about the project timeline and the proposed completion of the plant. During 
commissioning of the plant over the next few months, you may hear unusual tones such as start-
up sirens. These will be tuned during the commissioning process to ensure they do not create a 
nuisance. Please contact the quarry if you have any concerns. It is anticipated that commissioning 
will be finalised within the next few months and once we are fully commissioned, the new 
operating hours will come into effect. 
6am to 6pm Monday to Saturday 
(6am to 7am - sales & maintenance activities only) 
No activities on Sundays or public holidays. 
 
Robbie mentioned this is his last meeting with the group as he is moving on to another project for 
Boral.  Liam is now taking over until the upgrade project is complete.  Paul West thanked Robbie 
on behalf of the group for his great efforts in this project; and the smooth process throughout. 
 
Liam explained the new crushing plant is designed to produce product to demand.  
 

 
2.0 Upcoming Pit Development Works 

● Next stage of vegetation clearing works are proposed in accordance with approvals - 
Scheduled to kick off mid to end August 2019; 

● Surveyors are engaged to accurately mark out clearing boundaries; 
● Tree protection fencing will be installed (surrounding protected trees); 
● Third Party fauna spotter catcher will be present; 
● Sediment and erosion control measures will be in place; 
● Vegetation to be chipped & mulched and utilised on site; 
● Council inspections & reporting required; 
● Aboriginal cultural heritage surveys & inductions are complete; 
● Retaining Stage 1 Rehabilitation Area to assist in minimising visual impacts (top two 

benches will remain intact to reduce visual impact); 
● Environmental Offsets established for life of project at the site off Cliff Barrons Road; 
● New haul road to be constructed; 
● Top down extraction plans / progressive top down rehabilitation of benches to address 

visual impacts. 
 

3.0 Air Quality 
Liam and Elke presented the dust monitoring results. 
● we had elevated results at location M2 in February, March, April and June; and 
● elevated result at M6 in June; 

 
● results are being further investigated as they do not match site conditions, such as high 

rainfall, wind direction, and monitor locations of results; 
● all other results were low (including all at M1 and M5). 
● the wind direction throughout the monitoring period was mainly from the south-east and 

monitor M1 was downwind from the quarry; 
● above average rainfall was received during the period - total rainfall =  439.66mm 
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Due to elevated results more testing is required and will be presented at the next meeting.  
We have notified the Department on the M6 results 
 

Dust deposition guideline limits: 120mg/m2/day (total Insoluble Matter) at sensitive receptors M1 and M6. 
Total Insoluble Matter = mix of organic & quarry dust (after it has been filtered). Ash content usually indicates 
quarry dust. 
Monitor Locations: M1 (north of quarry) – on Wright’s residence; M2 (south of quarry) – mid control point between 
quarry and Blucher’s residence; M4 (north) – quarry operation area; M5 (east of quarry) – near quarry entry point;  
M6 (south of the quarry) – on Blucher’s residence;  

 

We had no dust issues reported during this period.  Quarry Liaison Group members confirmed 
there were no dust issues during this period. 
 
Ormeau Quarry Liaison Group members discussed building works that occurred on vacant 
land at a neighbouring property across the quarry, where machinery such as dozers & 
excavators have undertaken earthworks. 
 
 

4.0 Traffic Behaviour 
 We haven’t received any community complaints regarding truck traffic behaviour. 
 Quarry community liaison group members said the driver behaviour of Boral trucks is 

commendable, they give way to community members when exiting the quarry, and leave 
space at the Tillyroen intersection to provide adequate vision for other road users. 

 
4.1 Traffic Matters - near miss 25 March 2018 
 
 A Boral employee identified a safety issue on Upper Ormeau Road concerning the Bus Stop 

at the Cnr of Thomson’s Road.  An employee travelling to work witnessed school children 
sitting on the shoulder of the road waiting for the school bus, some playing close to the road, 
and some running across the road to catch the bus. Local traffic, including a loaded quarry 
truck, was passing the children with barely 1m distance.  The speed limit on this road is 
70km/hr. The ‘school bus run’ coincides with peak hour traffic and truck movements in & out 
of our quarry. 

 
 Boral treated this incident as a near miss and entered it into our Safety System.  We 

immediately started an internal communication campaign with our Logistics Team to ensure 
truck drivers are aware of the school zone and to slow down around the area.  Then we 
contacted Council Traffic Management and reported the safety issue and asked to meet to 
discuss possible improvements. 

 
Outcomes so far: 
▪ Council has contacted schools to ensure students are reminded to be mindful of traffic 

while waiting for the school bus on Upper Ormeau Rd & while crossing the road from 
Thomson’s Road trying to catch the bus. 

▪ Council has installed road signs indicating the School Bus Route to all road users.  
▪ Council has finalised a design for larger & safer Bus Bays (work in progress).  
▪ Council is also looking at appropriate options for safer edges at the cattle grids. 
▪ We will keep working with Council to achieve improvements on Upper Ormeau Road for all 

road users. 
 

Elke presented a message from Cr Donna Gates’ Facebook site, indicating the $3M investment in 
upgrading the intersection of Upper Ormeau Road and Tillyroen Road within this financial year, as 
well as investment in the delivery of bus bays on Upper Ormeau Road.  We thank Cr Gates and 
Council for their support in these matters. 
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5.0 Community Partnership  

Boral supported a Family Event at the Boral Environmental Reserve -  
Ormeau’s Hidden Forest Treasures & the Ormeau Bottle Tree Program  
 
Healthy Land & Water launched the 'Conservation Project' in early 2019 with funding from the 
Australian Government’s National Landcare Program. 
 
This project is built on a long-standing partnership with Landcare & Boral, Council, Qld Parks 
& Wildlife, the Ormeau community, and Holcim. 
 
The Ormeau Bottle Tree is a critically endangered canopy tree that is native to the Ormeau 
area in SEQ. For decades the species has been under threat from weeds, wildfires and land 
clearing. 
 
The family event provided information on the Ormeau Bottle Tree and how people can help to 
conserve the tree.  We had guided nature walks, learned about plants and wildlife, and the 
aquatic life of the Pimpama River. 
 
It has been a very successful family event where everyone enjoyed themselves while 
learning more about Ormeau’s flora and fauna.  We would like to thank the organisers and 
presenters for their great efforts.  Also thank you to Bert van Manen MP and Michael Crandon 
MP to take time out in their busy schedules to participate in this great event.  And last but not 
least, thank you to the Ormeau community for attending and participating.  Because of the 
favourable feedback, we are intending to hold another Family Event this year. Watch this 
space.   
 
In support of the Ormeau Bottle Tree program, Boral facilitated a site visit with Healthy Land 
& Water and Landcare earlier this year on Boral Offset Land, located near Cliff Barrons Road, 
where more than 100 small seedlings of Ormeau Bottle Tree were found.  Any new findings 
are being recorded by the Program, added to the existing list, and monitored. 

 
 
6.0 General Local issues 
 The BBQ in the Environmental Park has been destroyed by a vandal, which is really sad to 

see. This BBQ existed for the last 20+ years for the community to use.  
 Boral will install additional bollards along the Environmental Park to reduce trespassing. 

Proposed timing 2nd week of August. 
 
 
Meeting closed 6.50pm 
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Next meeting:  23 October 2019, 5.30pm, Darlington Conservation House, 24 Cliff Barrons Rd, 
Kingsholme. 
 
Action Items 

Owner Task Actioned by: 

ES Update on Community Partnerships 
Boral Landcare Partnership /CVA Partnership 
Community Projects 

Next meeting 

ES Traffic Behaviour / Traffic Issues 
Update on community concerns, actions and outcomes 

Next meeting 

JVS / MA Dust monitoring 
Update on latest dust monitoring results  
Rehabilitation 
Update on rehabilitation progress 

Next meeting 

LE Update on Operational Works and Quarry business 
 

Next meeting 

 
Please note the contact phone number for the Ormeau Quarry has changed. 
Contact details: Ormeau Quarry Weighbridge, 580 Upper Ormeau Rd, Kingsholme Qld 4208 

Ph (07) 5546 6525; Feedback_NR@boral.com.au 

 

mailto:Feedback_NR@boral.com.au

