
 
 
 
 
 

October 2019 
Boral community update 
 
This newsletter is designed to update you on the work being undertaken by Boral on the 
Berrima Colliery, located at Medway NSW. 
 
The Berrima Colliery has continued in ‘care and maintenance’ mode – where the mine is 
monitored and managed while Boral works with the NSW Environment Protection Authority 
(EPA), Department of Planning & Environment (Resources & Geosciences), WaterNSW, DPI-
Water and other stakeholders towards a final closure plan for the mine.  
 
We are continuing to work to ensure the successful, safe and environmentally sustainable 
closure of the site. This work includes keeping the community informed and updated on the 
steps that are being taken as part of the closure process. To support this, we have developed 
a dedicated microsite for the local Berrima community which launched this month and provides 
an information hub on the work underway as part of the Berrima Colliery closure.  
 
 
Berrima community microsite 
Despite the existence of a Berrima Colliery section on Boral’s website, a new dedicated 
microsite has been developed and launched by Boral to provide the local community with 
updates and information on the work being conducted as part of the Berrima Colliery closure. 
 
The site includes regular news updates, a section covering Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQs), a timeline of key events at the mine and a section where the community can subscribe 
to receive email updates as they become available.  
 
Boral has also developed a series of visualisations of the work underway including an 
informative video on the recent work undertaken at the Berrima Colliery and infographics that 
explain the water treatment process and solutions that Boral is putting in place.   
 
The microsite will also feature a tool for the community to submit questions and share any 
concerns.  
 
The dedicated Berrima Colliery microsite can be visited at https://www.boral.com.au/berrima-
colliery. 
 
Commitment to the community 
As part of our ongoing interactions with the local community, we continue to engage with land 
owners and stakeholders in the areas surrounding the Berrima Colliery. 
 
We will be hosting Community Engagement Days on Friday 1 and Saturday 2 November, and 
Friday 8 and Saturday 9 November, from 10am – 12pm at Berrima Hall. Boral team members 
will be in attendance to discuss the work underway and answer any questions you may have.  
 



 
 
 
 
In addition, we are also committed to keeping the community informed through multiple other 
channels:  

 
• Regular newsletters 

We will continue to send regular newsletters, like this one, which will share updates on 
the events around the mine. We encourage you to sign up for regular e-newsletters via 
the Boral Microsite, however we will also continue to provide physical copies through 
community hubs and the post.  
 

• Microsite 
We will continue to share regular news, updates and content through the Berrima 
Colliery Microsite. Visit the site at https://www.boral.com.au/berrima-colliery to sign up 
for regular updates. These updates will also be communicated with local media to keep 
the community informed on the activity Boral is undertaking as part of the closure. 
 

• Closure Working Group  
The most recent meeting with the members of the Closure Working Group took place 
in August 2019. The next meeting will take place on the 18th November 2019 and we 
encourage local residents to raise any points for discussion with the working group 
members so that matters can be raised at this meeting, or to get in touch with Boral 
via the community email address – feedback@boral.com.au. 

 
Water Quality 
It was confirmed during the latter half of 2018 that the water quality from the mine discharge 
had been stabilised to acceptable levels, indicating the trial passive treatment, installed in 
January 2018, was successful. This remains a priority for us and significant work has taken 
place, with a number of external experts brought in, best practice applied and data reviewed 
to ensure water quality is monitored closely, maintained and improved where possible.  
 
Boral has been continually monitoring the discharge water quality as required by the NSW 
EPA. Results of this monitoring are published monthly on our website. They provide evidence 
of a significant reduction in mineral concentrations in discharges since the commencement of 
the trail treatment system. For example, total Iron concentrations are now <0.5 mg/L compared 
to 13mg/L in November 2017. 
 
We are constantly working to ensure that the quality of the water being discharged from the 
mine is of an acceptable standard that is in line with EPA’s requirements levels for the river 
ecosystem.  
 
Bulkheads 
 
Seven bulkheads have now been successfully placed strategically throughout the mine. These 
bulkheads will act as a barrier to the flow of natural groundwater from the mine and assist with 
long-term containment of mine water. 
 
The decision to install these bulkheads was made following a thorough assessment of the 
most effective technologies and solutions that had been implemented in similar locations. 



 
 
 
 
 
Boral continues to work with regulators to evaluate the waterflow, quality and land of 
surrounding areas to assess the bulkheads’ performance. These observations will be used to 
determine the next steps of the closure process. 
 
 
More Information 

 
We encourage you to stay connected with us.   
 
For any queries or concerns, please call us on 4677 2946, 0401 894 097 or 4860 2222. 
Alternatively, you can email feedback@boral.com.au. 
 
If you would like any further information please visit our dedicated microsite at: 
https://www.boral.com.au/berrima-colliery. 
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