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Ros Bates and Michael Hart witnessed one of 
the weekly blasts at Boral’s West Burleigh Quarry

®

Welcome to the third 

edition of the Boral 

Gold Coast Quarry 

Newsletter, to keep 

the community 

informed of the 

proposed project as 

it progresses through 

the Queensland 

Government’s 

Environmental Impact 

Assessment process. 

PROJECT UPDATE
Boral is currently fi nalising the detailed design concept for the proposed Gold Coast 
Quarry and has been appointing the technical and scientifi c consultants for the 
Environmental Impact Statement studies. 

Technical studies for the EIS commenced in March and are expected to continue 
until early 2013. 

Boral expects to lodge an Environmental Impact Statement with the State Government 
in early to mid-2013. 

The EIS will be advertised for public comment before the Queensland Coordinator-
General and the Commonwealth Government make recommendations.

WEST BURLEIGH QUARRY VISIT
In February, Boral hosted a visit to its West Burleigh Quarry by local State MPs and a 
(then) candidate for the State election.

The Member for Mudgeeraba, Ms Ros Bates MP, the Member for Currumbin, Mrs Jann 
Stuckey MP, and the (then) LNP candidate for Burleigh Mr Michael Hart all accepted 
an invitation to inspect the West Burleigh Quarry and witness one of the weekly blasts. 
Unfortunately, Mrs Stuckey was unable to attend but was represented by Ms Kadie 
Scott from her electorate offi ce.

The visitors underwent a safety induction before being escorted to a viewing site by 
West Burleigh Quarry Manager Mr Alan Seidenkamp and Quarry Process Engineer Neil 
Bellamy. At approximately 12.30pm on Thursday 23 February, the visitors witnessed 
two short detonations (about 0.5 seconds each) of hardrock materials in the West 
Burleigh Quarry pit. 

The visitors were advised that Boral generally conducted two or three smaller blasts at 
West Burleigh Quarry to reduce impacts and that the blasts were performed in different 
sections in different directions - again to reduce impacts.

(Note: All blasts at the quarry are video taped and a copy of a typical blast can be 
viewed on the project website at www.boral.com.au/goldcoastquarry).

Prior to the visit, the guests had been advised that to minimise impacts on nearby 
residents, blasting occurred at West Burleigh Quarry every Thursday between 9am 
and 5pm, and generally in a window between 12pm and 2pm, dependent on design 
criteria. 

They were told that when there was a suffi cient supply of raw materials on site, 
blasting may not take place for up to two weeks. 

The visitors received a briefi ng from Boral that explained how the processes used at 
the West Burleigh Quarry were at the forefront of blasting technology worldwide. 

Boral said the site operated in the belief that it was not acceptable to simply meet 
licence conditions and compliance limits for overpressure and ground vibration, but 
rather it was good business practice to look at all options to reduce the impact that 
blasting had on neighbours, both residential and commercial.
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VISIT TO PETRIE 

As part of its ongoing education program for the proposed Gold Coast Quarry, Boral 
hosted a number of visitors to its Petrie Quarry, north of Brisbane, in early February.

Representatives from Greening Australia (QLD), Koala Action Pine Rivers Inc, 
Moreton Bay Koala Rescue Inc. (also representing Wildcare Australia Inc) and 
Powerlink Queensland attended. The site visit included an overview on quarry 
operations and environmental management, long-term revegetation plans, and 
details on new koala fodder plantations.

The Petrie Quarry site covers an area of 136.6 hectares, with 26% (35.5ha) of the 
site used as a quarry pit and for infrastructure and 74% (101.1ha) set aside as a 
conservation buffer.

The Petrie Quarry shares a similar history to the proposed Gold Coast Quarry with 
the land cleared many years ago, for grazing, before Boral purchased the site and 
started quarrying in 1990. After its purchase, Boral developed a comprehensive 
rehabilitation plan to screen the plant and quarry operations from neighbours and 
to address the needs of the resident and migrating koala population, which is 
widespread throughout the district.

Initial plantings were carried out in 1992-93 and approximately 100,000 trees have 
now been planted for rehabilitation and screening purposes. The main aims of the 
rehabilitation project include improving native vegetation surrounding operational 
areas of the quarry as well as improving fauna habitat, specifi cally koala habitat and 
fodder, on the site.

The Petrie Quarry’s koala fodder plantation provides koala food trees for koala carers 
and Australia Zoo.

Representatives from Greening Australia (QLD), Koala Action Pine Rivers Inc, 
Moreton Bay Koala Rescue Inc. and Powerlink Queensland on site at Boral’s Petrie Quarry

Over the past few months there 

have been public statements 

made, and reported, that Boral 

is proposing a “540 acre quarry” 

at the Gold Coast.

That is not correct.

Boral is proposing to develop 

about 66ha (163 acres) as a 

quarry, in stages over 40 years.

The staged approach will enable 

progressive rehabilitation of each 

stage once quarrying activity is 

complete.

The 66ha is about 30% of a 

larger 220ha (540 acre) site 

owned by Boral. 

Boral proposes to voluntarily set 

aside, and not develop, about 

154ha (70% or 380 acres) of the 

site as conservation area. 

BUSHFIRE RISK MANAGEMENT PLAN FINALISED

As reported in the December newsletter, Boral has been working with the 
Tallebudgera Valley Rural Fire Brigade (TVRFB) on a Bushfi re Risk 
Management Plan which is now fi nalised.

Initial implementation of the plan started in late November 2011 with multiple 
hazard reduction burns conducted by TVRFB following fi res on the site and 
neighbouring properties, suspected of being deliberately lit.

The objective of the Bushfi re Risk Management Plan is to provide a framework 
to assist Boral to be a responsible neighbour and mitigate bushfi re risks.

SETTING THE 
RECORD STRAIGHT

Further updates will be provided 
as Boral prepares and submits its 
Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) to government. 

For more information, visit 
www.boral.com.au/goldcoastquarry


