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Boral’s Marulan South Operations are pleased to present our regular newsletter for the 
information of our valued neighbours and wider community. 

 

Toys in quarrying 

Have you ever thought about the use of toys in 
quarrying? Who would have ever thought of 
using a modified remote control car to do 
inspections?  

One of the Boral quarries north of Sydney are 
doing exactly that and we are trying it at 
Peppertree. Using the car, means we limit the 
need for staff to enter confined spaces to 
inspect the inside of screens to see how well 
they are operating.  Now the argument is who 
gets to drive ! 

 

With new technology we are also in the process 
of using drones. After some flying lessons, we 
utilise the drones to get a high level view of the 
pit operations, stockpiles and survey data 
without having to wait for more formal monthly 
reviews. 

 

Forecasting operations 
Forecasting the weather doesn’t just let us plan 
our weekends but also our pit operations at 
Marulan south. Both sites use a specific forecast 
tailored to identify when there might be high 
winds and heavy rainfall.  

The forecast provides trigger levels and 
supporting procedures are in place to make sure 
the operations can manage the wind and heavy 
rain.  For example in the last east Coast low, 
pumps were put in place 48 hours before rain 
was expected to fall and arrangements made 
with staff and contractors to be available. This 
meant that the sites were ready for the rain and 
no severe flooding was experienced. Our next 
step is to have messages sent to phones to alert 
us when things are going to happen. 

Peppertree Phase 2 
The end of June sees the completion of the 
removal of overburden on the current working 
area of the pit at Peppertree.  

This is the material that sits above the rock and 
has to be removed and stored before quarrying 
can occur. The completion of this work sees the 
pit move into phase 2 going another 15 metres 
deeper to a new level and the extensions and 
relocation of the in pit conveyors.  

 

Project Success 
The Boral Concrete NSW team has successfully 
secured the supply contract for 500,000 cubic 
metres of concrete to the NorthConnex 
motorway in western Sydney.  

The project comprises nine kilometres of tunnels 
and will ease Sydney’s traffic congestion, 
bypassing 21 sets of traffic lights. It is expected 
to be completed in mid-2019, and aggregates 
for the concrete will be provided by Peppertree. 

CVA 
Conservation Volunteers Australia in 
conjunction with Boral has recently undertaken 
work in the southern highlands.  

As part of the Connected Communities program, 
planning is underway to assist in rehabilitation 
works in Tallong in association with the 
Memorial park, and if possible with the 
involvement of the school.  


