
MINUTES 

Subject: Hall Quarry Community Meeting 

Location: Hall Quarry Office, Kaveneys Road, Jeir via Murrumbateman 

Date & Time: 18 March 2011, 5pm 

Attendees: 
Robin Asmus (Resident); John & Catherine Baird (Residents); 
Peter & Pamela Brown (Residents); Mark Dawes (Boral);  
David Hall (Boral); Paul Jackson (Boral); Russel Kerrison 
(Resident); Robert Morris (Boral); Val Spencer (Resident);  
Dean & Mark Terrell (Residents); Jan Williams (Residents);  
Tiga Williams (Resident); Bob & Kay Wilson (Residents);  
John Worden (Boral)  

 

 

Note – throughout the meeting a number of questions were raised about the quarry and its 
operations. These have been placed together in one section for ease of reading – a notation appears 
at the point each question was raised. 
 
 
1. Welcome  
 
Neighbours were welcomed to the meeting by Boral Hall Quarry Manager, Mark Dawes. Mark thanked all in 
attendance on behalf of Boral and ran through the basic site safety rules and housekeeping. 
 
Mark arrived at Hall as the new Quarry Manager late last year, having spent the past few years working in 
the Central West and Northern Tablelands. Originally from the Canberra region, Mark said he was looking 
forward to re-connecting with the local area and was enjoying his time at Hall. 
 
Other members of the Boral team present were introduced: 
 

• John Worden – Operations Manager, NSW Country Quarries. John explained the changes which 
had occurred within Boral since the last community meeting in 2008, including his area of 
responsibility which takes in most quarry operations in regional NSW. 

 

• David Hall – Quarry Supervisor at Hall. David has been at the site for the past three years. 
 

• Robert Morris – Weighbridge Operator at Hall. Robert has been at the site for the past 12 months.  
 

• Paul Jackson – Stakeholder Relations Manager (NSW/Victoria). Paul is based in Sydney and is 
tasked with guiding and developing the relationships between Boral sites and external stakeholders. 

 
Mark offered apologies from Rod Johnson, Environment Manager (NSW/ACT). Rod is responsible for 
advising on the environmental aspects of sites across the state and was formerly based at Hall Quarry, 
managing it for a short time last year. 
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2. Blasting Operations 
 
Mark mentioned a blast had taken place on Monday (14 March) with all readings registering as normal. He 
further explained this had been one of 29 blasts since the last meeting in 2008, all of which had been 
compliant with conditions. 
 
Boral’s pre-blast notification was raised and it was mentioned things appeared to be working well. Currently 
an email is sent up to three days before a planned blast (‘shot’), with follow-up phone calls on the morning of 
the shot. 
 
Several neighbours mentioned they had missed out on the letter notifying them of today’s meeting. Others 
also said they weren’t aware of the last meeting in 2008, while some did not receive the material (minutes 
etc) which resulted from that meeting. Appreciation was expressed for the current notification arrangements. 
 
Mark asked that the sign-on list be filled in with correct phone numbers and email addresses to ensure no-
one is missed. He further explained complaints of any nature can be made to himself on 0401 895 493, or to 
David on 0401 893 798. A time and description of the issue is always helpful. 
 
All complaints are logged and submitted to Yass Valley Council annually. None have been recorded since 
2008. 
 
 
3. Quarry Development – 12 months 
 
Mark explained the current extraction plan is to progress the quarry pit toward its permitted northern limit 
before proceeding downward. The effect will mean quarrying activity is contained inside the walls of the pit.  
The plan area was shown on a printed aerial map to those present. 
 
Q1, 2, 3, 4 

 
 
4. Environmental Management 
 
Mark explained the quarry’s conditions require habitat to be left for the protected Peregrine Falcon which 
nests at the quarry. Replanting has been completed along the east face to facilitate this. A map of the quarry 
showing its revegetation areas was shown. 
 
More than 1000 native trees, shrubs and grasses are to be planted across the quarry this year as part of the 
conservation strategy for the site.    
 
A comment was made about the audible levels of the trucks and loaders at times, but was not registered as 
a particular concern. Mark explained noise monitoring is to be undertaken in the next few weeks. 
 
Q5 

 
It was noted that dust emissions are not as bad at the quarry as they used to be 
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5. Development consent, Section 96 modification and Kaveneys Road intersection 
 
John discussed the details of the development application lodged with Council in 2005 to increase 
production at the site from 350000 tonnes per annum to 500000 tonnes per annum. 
 
As part of the approval, Council listed conditions which have all been met except for the reconstruction of 
the Barton Highway-Kaveneys Road intersection.  
 
John explained the plans for the reconstructed intersection had been designed and costed to a stage where 
building work was to commence. However, during 2010, a review by the RTA concluded the planned 
acceleration lane in the Canberra direction was not long enough. 
 
Further, RTA future plans for the highway show the current road corridor has insufficient width for the 
preferred works, while eventual duplication plans need to also be considered. 
 
On assessing this information Boral, in consultation with the RTA, has concluded an alternative solution 
would be to build a new access road toward Yass. This would remove trucks from Kaveneys Road 
altogether. Those attending were shown an option on an aerial map. 
 
John explained that because the current consent requires the work to be done at the existing intersection, a 
Section 96 modification will be lodged with Council to change the consent, allowing the work to instead be 
undertaken on a new entrance road. 
 
Attendees were shown design concepts for the intersection. John explained the works were to be tied in 
with the RTA’s plans for a highway upgrade, with a tentative timeframe of two years. The Section 96 
application will be lodged shortly with Council and is expected to be publicly notified soon. 
 
While the plan met with approval, a number of comments were made about Boral and sub-contractor trucks, 
with reference in particular to driver behaviour and the non-covering of loads.  
 
Boral’s driver policies were explained, while it was also explained loads leaving the quarry were required to 
be covered or else would not be released. The difficulties of managing particularly sub-contracting drivers 
while off-site were also discussed.  
 
Mark encouraged all attendees to contact the quarry as soon as such issues occurred so that the truck 
could be identified and the matter dealt with swiftly. 
 
John then went on to explain that once the Section 96 approval had been obtained, the quarry planned to 
operate on a traffic management plan (TMP) until the construction of the new entrance. The TMP had been 
developed after traffic monitoring showed the peak hours at the intersection as 7-9am and 4-6pm, Mon-Fri. 
 
Under the TMP, Boral would limit truck movements from the quarry, turning right toward Canberra, to a 
maximum of 11 an hour between 7am and 6pm, Mon-Fri.  
 
A request was noted that all drivers be asked to be mindful of how wide they turn into Kaveneys Road when 
coming from Canberra, due to school children at the bus stop and waiting right-turning traffic. 
 
Q6, 7, 8 
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Questions and responses 
 

• Mark was asked to identify a particular road by one neighbour as seen from their property. This was 
identified as the ‘land bridge’ road linking the levels of the pit. 

 

• An enquiry was made as to the expected life of the quarry. The current quarry reserve is 30 years. 
 

• Neighbours asked about end use. John explained that Boral has specialised in a variety of end uses 
when quarries are exhausted, but that there were so many variable factors that it is virtually 
impossible at this time to predict what Hall might be used for at that time.  

 

• Mark was asked to define how far north of the current pit face the extraction limit is. It was explained 
that the quarry was allowed to expand along RL 685 to the northern boundary. In other words, quarry 
development will stay in line with the RL 685 contour. 

 

• Questions were asked about dust control measures at the site. Mark explained that regular dust 
monitoring was conducted using five gauges around the site, with results reported to Council and the 
Environment Protection Agency. 

 

• In response to a comment made about trucks ‘convoying’ from the quarry to Canberra, Mark 
explained that due to the practicality of loading and weighing, trucks could only be a minimum of five 
minutes apart at any one time. However, all truck feedback should be directed to Mark. 

 

• Reaffirming the timeframe for constructing a new entrance, John explained the work did not need to 
wait on the RTA’s highway duplication project which is thought to be some years away. 

 

• A question was asked about numbers of blasts per month. Mark explained the quarry undertook one 
per month, acknowledged with a two-minute warning siren before each. In future, the quarry will be 
seeking to conduct higher volume blasts, but every two months instead of monthly. 

 
 
Actions 
 
1. Residents are asked to ensure contact phone numbers and email addresses held at the quarry are up to 

date. 
2. Residents asked to note Quarry Manager and Supervisor contact details for all feedback. 
3. Boral to again make materials from 2008 meeting available to residents. 
4. Truck drivers to be reminded of their road responsibilities and to ensure safe left turns from the Barton 

Highway into Kaveneys Road. 
 
 

The meeting concluded at this point, with interested neighbours taken by bus on a short inspection 
of the quarry pit and plant facilities. 

 


