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MEETING NOTES 

Subject:   Boral Hall Quarry Community Meeting 
 
Location:   Boral Hall Quarry offices, Kaveneys Road, Jeir via Murrumbateman 
 
Date & Time:  15 March 2012, 5.30pm 
 
 
 
Attendees:   
 
1.  Ken Spencer – Resident 
2.  Paul Jamieson - Resident 
3.  Bob Wilson – Resident 
4.  Fergus & Lyn Shaw – Residents 
5.    Jan Williams – Resident 
6.    Rose & Clive Phillips – Residents 
7.    Catherine & John Baird – Residents 
8.  Rob Klaver - Resident  

 
Boral staff 
 

• Mark Dawes – Quarry Manager, Boral Hall Quarry  

• Kevin Larcombe – Regional Manager (NSW/ACT), Boral Quarries 

• Mick Bullock – Operations Manager (NSW Country/ACT), Boral Quarries  

• Rebecca Bestic – Project Manager, Planning and Development (NSW/ACT), Boral Property 
Group 

• Dave Hall – Quarry Supervisor, Boral Hall Quarry 

• Robert Morris – Weighbridge Supervisor, Boral Hall Quarry 

• Paul Jackson - Stakeholder Relations Manager (NSW/VIC), Boral Property Group  

  
Apologies 
 

• Nil  
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MEETING NOTES 

The following notes are taken from presentations and conversations conducted as part of this 
community meeting. The content, while representing an accurate summation of proceedings, should 
not be taken to represent exact dialogue unless specifically minuted as such.  

For the full presentation, visit www.boral.com.au/hallquarry. Meeting notes are reviewed at the start of 
each community meeting to identify any items in need of correction. 
 

 
Meeting opened – 5.35pm 
 
 
1. Welcome and introductions  

Mark Dawes, Quarry Manager, welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for their 
attendance. Mark then reintroduced Rebecca Bestic, Robert Morris, Dave Hall and Paul Jackson 
whom attendees had met at either the site or previous meetings. 

Mark then further introduced Kevin Larcombe and Mick Bullock to the meeting. Kevin, based in 
Sydney, is the head of Boral’s Quarries division for all of NSW and the ACT. Mick, who reports to Kevin 
and is Mark’s supervisor, is the Operations Manager responsible for all country NSW and ACT quarries. 

2. Previous minutes and matters arising 

Those attending were referred to the notes of the previous community meeting, held on 14 September 
2011, and asked if there were any matters arising. None were raised, so Mark referred to the two points 
included in the presentation. 

The first raised that previous meeting minutes had been placed on the Boral Hall Quarry website 
(www.boral.com.au/hallquarry) as per the commitment made during the last meeting. Mark also reported 
that the rehabilitation of benches reported at the last meeting had progressed to plan. 

3. Quarry operations general update 

Mark then presented an overview of operations since the previous meeting. It was reported production 
was nearing the current 350 000 tonne limit and that all blasting and dust monitoring had shown the site 
to be in compliance with limits. New dust mitigation measures have also been installed in the plant. 

No complaints were recorded at the quarry during the period. Mark reported that four blasts had been 
undertaken since the last meeting which surprised residents as it was generally thought there had been 
more. The importance of pre-notification was highlighted again by both residents and Boral personnel. 

With respect to environmental management, Mark reported that observations had confirmed the ongoing 
conservation and protection efforts for the local peregrine falcon and black wallaby populations were 
working. He also reaffirmed the progress of the bench rehabilitation program with native grasses and 
shrubs. 

4. An overview of the Boral Hall Quarry’s role within the Boral business 

Kevin was invited to offer attendees an oversight of the Hall Quarry from the management perspective 
and in the context of the overall Boral business. 

Kevin firstly thanked residents for the opportunity to meet with them, emphasising how useful it was for 
senior management to attend such meetings in order to understand how operations were performing and 
the associated issues. 
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It was explained that Hall Quarry is one of two operated by Boral in the region to service the 
development needs of the ACT and southern NSW. Kevin referred to Boral as a ‘primary producer’, with 
the main products from Hall being used for concrete, asphalt and ‘spatial’ aggregates. 

Kevin further expressed Boral’s view that its operations can only function through community consent, 
and that it was an aspiration of the company to create community value through its local presence. In the 
case of Hall, this was generated through jobs, use of local suppliers, and support for infrastructure. 

Around 90 percent of the output at Hall is sent toward Canberra, with the remaining delivered to Yass 
and beyond. Kevin concluded by affirming the quarry’s aim was to achieve best practice based on 
feedback and encouraged residents to continue to provide this to the operations. 

5. Section 96 development application 

Rebecca addressed the meeting on progress with the Section 96 modification currently with Yass Valley 
Council. Following exhibition of the application in September, Boral met with Council to again discuss the 
Barton Highway-Kaveneys Road intersection obligations and matters raised during exhibition. 

As a result of these discussions, the content of public submissions and the inability of the alternative 
access proposed in 2011 to meet specifications, Boral decided to revise the modification and revert back 
to the original re-construction of the intersection. 

Rebecca explained the design would include an acceleration lane for vehicles turning south (Canberra), 
raised kerbing for traffic separation, lighting and wire rope barriers in front of the bus stop. 

A new concept design has been produced and is subject to discussion with Council and Roads and 
Maritime Services (RMS). Attendees were reminded the modification still contains the temporary traffic 
management plan proposal raised at the September meeting, and the 10 year extension of conditions. 

Residents asked whether additional land would need to be purchased for the road reserve. Rebecca 
explained the design would be set to fit within the current reserve, which residents commented would not 
leave a great amount of room. 

A concept drawing of what the intersection might look like was shown to the meeting. A number of 
questions were raised as a result: 

• Q: Who will pay for the works? 

 A: The entire funding amount will be supplied by Boral. 

• Q: What is the difference in cost between the intersection upgrade and the establishment of the 
proposed alternative access? 

 A: There is not a great deal of difference between the two, however the commitment is now with 
the re-construction of the intersection. 

• Q: Can a median be included to stop trucks from swinging across the centre line? 

 A: Boral is happy to consider the inclusion of such a median into the final design. 

• Q: Can you put in a slow lane on the uphill run from the quarry? 

 A: That does not form part of the modification or the obligations placed upon Boral through the 
original approval. 

• Q: Will the design be compatible with the eventual duplication of the highway? 

 A: Yes. 
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• Q: Will there be a concrete ‘wrap around’ to protect turning vehicles? 

 A: That has not been included and would be difficult to do so given the space available. 

• Q: How will the odd-shaped left-hand sightlines be addressed? 

 A: The concept design has considered the unusual arrangements which impact the sight lines in 
both directions and addresses them. 

• Q: How many extra trucks an hour will the 500 000 tonnes limit generate? 

 A: Two. 

Further questions were asked about the placement of medians, especially with respect to discouraging 
non-local drivers from overtaking on the right by mistake when vehicles wish to make a right hand turn 
from the north (Yass) into Kaveneys Road. 

The need for a demarcation of the left ‘turn in’ lane from Canberra was also highlighted to prevent similar 
overtaking on the left. There were also many favourable comments about the lighting of the currently 
unlit intersection. 

Rebecca thanked the residents for their feedback and indicated that the plans for approval and 
construction included milestones which had to be met for the temporary traffic management plan to 
remain in place. 

Residents once again raised the need for truck drivers to take greater care exiting the highway onto 
Kaveneys Road and generally around the quarry. In turn, Mark reminded residents that they should 
report any inappropriate activity to the site as soon as possible so the matter can be dealt with swiftly. 

 In conclusion, Rebecca indicated that Boral expected the revised modification to be exhibited by Council 
during April and possibly considered at Council’s May meeting for determination. 

 
6. General business 

Mark asked if any attendees had any items of general business they wished to raise. None were 
nominated by either attendees or Boral representatives. 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed approximately 7pm. 
 
 


