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MEETING NOTES 

Subject:   Boral Hall Quarry Community Meeting 
 
Location:   Boral Hall Quarry offices, Kaveneys Road, Jeir via Murrumbateman 
 
Date & Time:  14 September 2011, 5.30pm 
 
 
 
Attendees:   
 
1.  Ken & Val Spencer – Residents 
2.  Bob Wilson – Resident 
3.  Fergus & Lyn Shaw – Residents 
4.  Jenny & Deane Terrell - Residents 
5.  Jane & Dominique de Stoop – Residents 

 
Boral & Delta staff 
 

• Mark Dawes – Quarry Manager, Boral Hall Quarry  

• Rebecca Bestic – Project Manager, Planning and Development (NSW/ACT), Boral Property 
Group 

• Robert Morris – Weighbridge Supervisor, Boral Hall Quarry 

• Paul Jackson - Stakeholder Relations Manager (NSW/VIC), Boral Property Group  

  
Apologies 
 

• Nil  
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The following notes are taken from presentations and conversations conducted as part of this 
community meeting. The content, while representing an accurate summation of proceedings, should 
not be taken to represent exact dialogue unless specifically minuted as such.  

For the full presentation, visit www.boral.com.au/hallquarry. Meeting notes are reviewed at the start of 
each community meeting to identify any items in need of correction. 
 

 
Meeting opened – 5.35pm 
 
 
1. Welcome and introductions  

Mark Dawes, Quarry Manager, welcomed everyone to the meeting. Given some attendees had not been 
present at the March 2011 community meeting, Mark re-introduced himself as the site’s manager since 
late 2010. 

Mark further introduced Rebecca Bestic from the Boral Property Group, as well as Paul Jackson, also 
from the Property Group and who was also at the March meeting. Mark explained Rebecca’s role in 
leading the current planning application before Council, subject to discussion later in the meeting. 

 
2. Previous minutes and matters arising 

As several attendees were not present at the previous meeting (18 March 2011), Mark recapped some 
of the highlights for the benefit of everyone. These included: 

• The revision of the blast in December 2008 which created excessive noise between the quarry 
and northern Canberra suburbs; 

• The content of the last development application (DA) for the quarry, which consented to an 
increase in production output to 500 000 tonnes per annum subject to the meeting of several 
conditions; and 

• The foreshadowed Section 96 modification application to Council, seeking amendments to two 
conditions attached to the DA consent. 

A resident asked whether it was possible to review the notes of the March meeting in more detail. Paul 
indicated these would be placed on the new Hall Quarry website, www.boral.com.au/hallquarry, once the 
minutes had been completed and endorsed for the current meeting. 

Referring to the previous meeting’s notes, Mark went through a number of matters arising as the result of 
actions included within the notes (see 18 March 2011 meeting notes): 

• The importance of having accurate contact details for as many local residents as possible was re-
emphasised, not only for meeting invitations but also in case of emergencies; 

• Mark indicated that several ‘tool box’ talks and briefings had been had with truck drivers (Boral 
and contractor) accessing the site following feedback from residents at the March meeting; 

• Paul again mentioned the creation of the quarry’s new website, which at this stage is a simple 
home page but would be built over time into a more holistic resource. 
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3. Hall operations 2010-11 

Mark talked through the main operational highlights at the quarry since the March meeting – please see 
slide presentation. 
 
 
4. Environmental management 

Mark briefly took attendees through the rehabilitation work conducted on site since March, as well as that 
planned for the coming year in relation to the eastern quarry benches – please see slide presentation. 

In relation to dust management, a resident raised that originally they thought there was provision for 
more trees to be planted on the site and was wondering what had occurred as a result. Mark referred to 
the presentation and the intended plans to rehabilitate some 50m of bench in the next 12 months. 

Mark also referred to the presentation given at the March 2011 meeting which mentioned that 1000 new 
trees were being planted on site during the year. He also raised that peregrine falcons nested at the 
quarry and that the extra tree plantings were designed to support the birds. 

Finally, it was explained there are five dust monitoring points on the quarry site, with results reportable to 
the Office of Environment and Health. 
 
 
5. Alternative Section 96 development application 

Rebecca addressed the meeting on the terms of the Section 96 development consent gained for the 
quarry in 2006 and the discussions which had taken place with Yass Valley Council and the NSW Roads 
and Traffic Authority (RTA) since the approval was originally granted – please see the slide presentation. 

Residents were informed there is currently a Section 96 modification application on exhibition with 
Council, with public submissions being accepted until 19 September 2011 (NOTE: At the time of writing 
these minutes, Council had extended this deadline to 3 October 2011 at the request of the community). 

For those unfamiliar with the planning process, Rebecca explained what a Section 96 application is and 
what Boral was seeking to achieve as a result of lodging it. In summary: 

• The Section 96 is used to modify the existing consent conditions of an operation if the 
modification is ‘substantially the same’ (ie in keeping with what is already approved to occur 
there).  

• In this instance, Boral is seeking to modify its conditions to allow the implementation of a 
temporary traffic management plan to control truck movements out of Kaveneys Road toward 
Canberra at peak times (7-9am; 4-6pm Monday to Friday).  

• The modification also seeks to extend the existing conditions of consent for a further 10 years. 

• If approved, the temporary traffic management plan would be in place for a three year 
period, in lieu of the immediate upgrading the Barton Highway-Kaveneys Road 
intersection, while the RTA determines exactly how and where the quarry is to be 
accessed. This may include a new entrance directly from the Barton Highway. 

Rebecca went on to further explain that, if approved, the Section 96 could eventually pave the way for 
removal of all Boral quarry trucks from Kaveneys Road. 

It was indicated that while Boral remained committed to the original consent condition of upgrading the 
Barton Highway-Kaveneys Road intersection, this work had not progressed to date due to pledges made 
by the Federal and State Governments re prioritising the duplication of the highway. 
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Should the duplication proceed, any improvements made at Boral’s cost to the intersection would be 
over-built. This is obviously not ideal given the likely expense attached to any upgrade works. 

In terms of the extension of the current conditions of consent, Rebecca explained that before the former 
Government was removed, a new approval would have been dealt with under Part 3A of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 

However, as the new State Government has repealed this section of the Act, and a timeframe for 
replacement legislation has not yet been established, the uncertainty which arises has prompted Boral to 
seek the extension. 

A number of questions and comments from residents followed the presentation:  

• Q: Could a stop sign be arranged to replace the give way sign at the highway? 

 A: We can speak with Council about this. 
 

• Q: The plans previously shown by the RTA show your potential access joining the highway near 
the olive tree? 

 A: The RTA design is not yet finalised or confirmed. We are waiting on the RTA’s civil engineers 
to review the proposal and create final designs. 

 

• Q: Your proposal doesn’t appear to have a vehicle ‘slow lane’? 

 A: At this point in time, a ‘slow lane’ is envisaged. What ever is constructed will be designed to 
the required Australian standards 

 

• Comment: The proposal does not resolve the problems we have with trucks from the sand quarry 
operation (Kaveneys Road). 

 A: That is outside the bounds of Boral’s property and approval, so it is something unfortunately 
we have no influence over. 

 

• Q: Would the proposed duplication route bring the highway to close to the quarry pit? 

 A: At this point in time, no, as there is a 400m buffer between the pit and the highway. However, 
in the future, with modern blasting methods this may be reviewed 

 

• Comment: The road could still be given quite a shake. We felt a recent blast at our house and it is 
more than 400m away. 
 

• Q: We’ve had RTA surveyors conducting work in the area and they say they didn’t know anything 
about the upgrade or your proposal? 

 A: We have been working with the RTA regional office in Wagga Wagga. The proposals would 
have been sent to the RTA for comment as part of the assessment process. The surveyors may 
work for a different department within the RTA. 

 

• Q: Will your proposed intersection accommodate B-Double heavy vehicles? 

 A: The final design and plans must be approved by the RTA. 
 

• Q: How many truck movements are there a day? 

 A: Up to 100, with an average of 50. 
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• Q: Will there be more dust from moving the increased output? 

A: No. The dust emission restrictions on the site will remain the same. 
 

• Q: What will the distance be between the Kaveneys Road intersection and the new quarry access 
route? 

A: If approved, somewhere between 800m to a kilometre. 
 

• Q: How will the deeper benches, and therefore operations and blasting, under the increased limit 
affect surrounding properties and roads? 

A: The design of the benching is not being altered from what is already consented to. We will be 
restricted to the existing limits on things like blast vibrations and overpressure.  
 

• Q: What is your timeframe for delivering the new intersection? 

A: Subject to approval, we’d ideally like to see the entire process concluded within three years in 
line with the operation of the temporary traffic management plan. If the RTA begins the 
duplication program, there’d be land acquisitions which would need to be made which could be 
time consuming. We should also mention that it is intended that the new access road design 
would be such that it would suit the duplication project. 
 
 

6. General business 

Mark asked if any attendees had any items of general business they wished to raise. A number of 
residents again mentioned the need for truck drivers to adhere to appropriate driving standards, noting 
that typically Boral-liveried trucks were not the issue. 

Mark reaffirmed that in all instances, residents are encouraged to note as many details as possible about 
the vehicle involved and call the quarry straight away to report the behaviour. All comments are followed 
up with drivers and, where a breach of standards has occurred, dealt with accordingly. 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed approximately 6.50pm. 
 
 


