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MEETING NOTES 

Subject:   Boral Hall Quarry Community Meeting 
 
Location:   Boral Hall Quarry offices, Kaveneys Road, Jeir via Murrumbateman 
 
Date & Time:  13 November 2013, 6pm 
 
 
 
Attendees:   
 
1.  David Coonan – Resident 
2. Bob Wilson - Resident 
3.  Bill Williams - Resident 
4.  Ken Spencer – Resident 
5.    Mark Terrell – Resident 
6.    Lyn Shaw – Resident 
7.    Robert Klaver – Resident 
8.    Denis McRae – Resident 
9.   Stan Jukic – Resident 
10.  Dale & Robert Williams - Residents  
11.  Catherine Baird – Resident 
12.  Craig McKinnon – Resident 
13.  Jo Lemon - Resident 

 

 
Boral staff 
 

• Nigel Simms – Quarry Manager, Boral Hall Quarry & Boral Mugga Quarry  

• Robbie Cox – Project Supervisor, Boral Hall Quarry 

• Robert Morris – Weighbridge Supervisor, Boral Hall Quarry 

• Paul Jackson - Stakeholder Relations Manager (Southern Region), Boral Property Group  

  
Apologies 
 

• John Baird – Resident 

• Clive Phillips - Resident  

• Dave Hall – Quarry Supervisor, Boral Hall Quarry 
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MEETING NOTES 

 
 

The following notes are taken from presentations and conversations conducted as part of this 
community meeting. The content, while representing an accurate summation of proceedings, should 
not be taken to represent exact dialogue unless specifically minuted as such.  

For the full presentation, visit www.boral.com.au/hallquarry. Meeting notes are reviewed at the start of 
each community meeting to identify any items in need of correction. 
 

 
Meeting opened – Approximately 6.10pm 
 
 
1. Welcome and introductions  

Paul Jackson (PJ) welcomed all attendees to the meeting once again and thanked them for their 
attendance. He commented it was nice to see both ‘old’ and new faces in the room and extended an 
extra welcome to those attending for the first time. 

Paul mentioned there were several new faces on Boral’s side of things as well, and handed over to Nigel 
Simms to formally introduce the Boral team present. Nigel introduced himself as the Manager of the 
Boral Mugga Quarry who would have responsibility for the Hall site as well for reasons to be explained. 

Nigel then introduced Robbie Cox as the Boral Hall Quarry’s new Project Supervisor. He explained 
Robbie’s role will take in a number of initiatives at the quarry site in addition to seeing through the 
construction works at the Barton Highway-Kaveneys Road intersection. 

Nigel then acknowledged Rod Johnson, Robert Morris and Paul with whom most attendees were 
already familiar. Attendees were referred to the meeting notes from the previous meeting held on 9 May 
and asked if there were any matters arising. 

A resident mentioned they had not received a notification for the May meeting which Nigel said would be 
corrected for future meetings. Another resident suggested the quarry could install a noticeboard for 
notifications, not only for upcoming community meetings but other quarry operations. 

2. Quarry operations general update 

The regular operations update began with Nigel explaining that the quarry’s former manager, Mark 
McCluskey, had left Boral in August to return to the United Kingdom. He acknowledged the role Mark 
played in progressing aspects of the site during his time in charge, adding he would be missed by Boral. 

Following Mark’s departure, Boral had decided to place the quarry under Nigel’s responsibility in addition 
to his duties at Mugga. Nigel has been running the Mugga site since March last year and has occupied 
many roles within Boral and in the external extractive industry for more than 20 years. 

Nigel then highlighted Robbie’s arrival at the quarry from Boral Asphalt (Queensland) to take on the role 
of Projects Supervisor. A mechanical engineer by trade, Robbie has had exposure previously to Boral’s 
quarries in Queensland, as well as major road projects through the Asphalt business. 

Dave Hall will continue on as the quarry’s Supervisor as per previously. Nigel offered Dave’s apologies 
to the meeting for his absence due to training. 

Nigel then moved onto the recent production out of the quarry which is behind where it should be for this 
time of year at 91000 tonnes. He explained the ACT and surrounds market had remained slow since the 
last ACT Government elections which had suspended most public works. 
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The quarry continues to supply materials to the Majura Parkway road project alongside the sister Mugga 
Quarry. The road continues to track for an opening in 2016. 

3. Environmental overview 

Nigel then invited Rod to present his environmental overview of the site. Rod began by reporting the site 
has had six blasts so far this year, with all compliant with required limits.  

A resident asked if it was a requirement to pre-notify surrounding properties of an impending blast. Rod 
mentioned it was and that a contact database was maintained of those who wished to receive notification 
of upcoming blasts, with notice given one week before and then on the day of blasts. 

Nigel clarified that on occasion, prevailing weather conditions can create delays to the blasting schedule. 
Robert mentioned that when this occurs, he adjusts the pre-notification schedule accordingly so people 
are not unnecessarily disturbed by continual updates. 

Rod then continued by explaining that water and dust monitoring has continued and remains compliant. 
No complaints have been received from the community since May’s meeting. 

Finally, Rod raised that efforts to protect the on-site peregrine falcon and black wallaby habitats had 
continued, as has rehabilitation in various parts of the site. 

4. Quarry operations in focus: heavy vehicles 

Paul mentioned that one of the things Mark had instituted for the community meetings was the 
dedication of time toward explaining different aspects of quarry operations. This is something Boral 
wished to continue, and for this meeting the topic of heavy vehicles had been chosen. 

Paul explained the topic had been chosen because the conduct of heavy vehicles had been mentioned 
fairly frequently at the community meetings of the past two years. He mentioned that the following 
presentation had been developed with Boral Logistics in order to better educate stakeholders on how the 
fleet is managed for safety. 

Boral’s legal requirements to provide drivers with a safe workplace were then highlighted by Paul, as 
were the provisions under legislation referring to the ‘chain of responsibility’ when an incident involving a 
truck occurs. 

Nigel then introduced the meeting to the SmartTrack electronic system used in Boral’s fleet vehicles to 
manage safety. Highlights of the system include speed management and logging of hours, helping to 
ensure drivers remain within their legal work hours and rest breaks. 

A number of Hall-specific measures have also been developed for drivers which Nigel showed to the 
meeting. One is a site-specific induction booklet for drivers which outlines conditions unique to the site, 
while the other shown is the site’s Fog Management Plan which restricts vehicle movements in 
unfavourable conditions. 

Paul then showed attendees images of the SmartTrack equipment, and examples of screens and emails 
which the system sends to Boral Logistics supervisors if a driver exceeds the speed limits in locations 
which have been electronically ‘geofenced’. 

Nigel summed up the discussion by acknowledging the contribution systems like SmartTrack make to 
not only conducting better business, but keeping the wider community safe.  

He also reminded all residents about the continued importance of reporting instances of inappropriate 
driving to the quarry or Boral Logistics despite the presence of the system. Nigel concluded by noting not 
all contract trucks were fitted with SmartTrack, making this even more important.  
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A resident asked if anyone knew whether systems like SmartTrack would become mandatory. Another 
resident with expertise in the field said it was likely this would eventually become the case. 

A further resident noted that he had observed a non-Boral driver throw a cigarette butt from a truck 
window during the dry period in which the most recent Sydney bushfires occurred. Nigel confirmed 
smoking was banned from Boral vehicles and the matter would be promptly addressed with all drivers. 

5. Barton Hwy-Kaveneys Rd intersection update 

Nigel then invited Robbie to present an update on the pending intersection works. Robbie informed 
attendees that since the last meeting, the Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) had granted final 
approval for the intersection design and a tender for the works had closed the previous Friday. 

Robbie added that a successful tenderer would be selected from the applications and, once the required 
statutory approvals had been gained, works could by the end of the month or early December. The 
scheduled completion date, weather permitted, was being targeted for March 2014. 

The elements of the intersection to be built were recapped for attendees before an overview of the final 
design was shown. To conclude, Robbie reminded the intersection was being paid for by Boral as part of 
the Section 96 planning approval obtained from Yass Valley Council in December last year. 

Robbie also added that ongoing liaison and communication would occur throughout the project with 
surrounding residents to ensure they were kept up to date with progress. He will act as the contact point 
for all project enquiries which may arise. 

Referring to the additional acceleration lane and relocation of the bus stop, a resident asked by how 
much and how the existing road would be widened. Robbie explained that all works were being 
conducted in the existing road corridor, with the additions being achieved through reconfiguration. 

Another question was asked as to whether the design took into account room for cyclists given the 
amount of riders who used the stretch of road. Robbie mentioned he wasn’t sure if that had been taken 
into account but the final design reflected RMS requirements of a major highway. 

A resident reminded the meeting of a previous request to see whether the likely 80 kilometres per hour 
speed limit for the duration of the road works could remain permanent. Paul said this had been 
canvassed and, unsurprisingly, had been rejected due to the road’s status as a main highway. 

Robbie was asked whether residents should factor in additional time to move through the worksite when 
attending appointments and so forth in the coming months. He explained a full traffic management plan 
would be configured to mange traffic flow during the works and residents would be informed about its 
content. He added the suggested addition of 30 minutes would be well above what would be needed. 

A question was asked about the removal of native vegetation which was in line with the present 
intersection, partially blocking sightlines along the highway. Robbie raised he was unfamiliar with the 
matter and would inspect the intersection to see if anything could be done. 

Another question was asked about the distance between the merge point of the new acceleration lane 
and the relocated bus stop on the way to Canberra. Robbie said the distance would be around 350-400 
metres.  

A discussion then arose as a result of one of the new attendees enquiring about line-marking and access 
into private driveways along the highway on the opposite side to Kaveneys Road. Concern was raised 
that the installation of a median strip as planned would prevent this and force parents of school children 
into driving to the next available intersection to turn across three lanes of traffic. 

Robbie and Paul extended the opportunity to affected residents to inspect a better copy of the final road 
construction plans and discuss relevant concerns after the meeting’s conclusion. 
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6. General business 

Paul asked if there were any matters of general business. A resident raised that the warning signs for the 
turn into/out of the quarry had been removed and had resulted in at least one near miss in recent times. 
This was noted for further action. 

In concluding the meeting, a resident who had been attending the meetings since they were re-instituted 
in 2011 remarked that the gatherings had evolved into a pleasant and informative affair, quite unlike the 
difficult initial meetings. Boral was congratulated for their efforts in making this occur. 

In turn, Paul thanked the community for their continued interest on behalf of Nigel and the site team, 
adding further thanks for their input into the finalisation of the intersection design.  

Paul raised that the next meeting would likely be around March or April following the intersection works, 
unless the requirement to meet earlier arose. Both he and Nigel wished all residents the best for the 
festive season and again thanked all for their attendance. 

 
There being no further business, the meeting closed approximately 7.05pm. 
 
 


