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Boral’s Seaham Quarry, located just off Italia Road at Balickera, is our organisation’s major 
source of ‘hard rock’ in the Hunter and Port Stephens regions. The aggregates we produce 

every day are used for the ongoing growth and development of the local area.     

 
 

 

 

 

 

Next ‘step’ on exhibition… 
Through our last newsletter (May), we let everyone 
know we’d changed our plans for the next stage of our 
Seaham Quarry’s ‘life’. Instead of extending our 
ignimbrite pit ‘outward’, we mentioned we’d now be 
heading further ‘downward’.  

The quarry contains a rich source of two rock types – 
rhyolite and ignimbrite. They are core ingredients of 
the building and construction materials for which Boral 
is known such as concrete and asphalt. 

The larger pit has been developed into the ignimbrite 
resource. Under our existing planning approvals, we 
can extract this resource down to a relative level (RL, 
or height above sea level) of 45 metres at the 
southern (Eagleton) end of the pit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is something we’ve almost achieved, however at 
the northern end of the pit, there’s still a significant 
amount of ignimbrite available to us above RL 45.  

In fact, our estimates put the amount at about 3.3 
million tonnes, a total which on the quarry’s current 
average of 700 000 to 800 000 tonnes per year, will 
keep operations going for about another five years. 

In order to ‘level out’ the entire pit to RL 45, we’ve 
applied to modify our planning approval. An 
application was made to Port Stephens Council 
during August seeking endorsement for a 
modification, and Council is now exhibiting this 
application for public comment. 

The exhibition, a standard part of the planning 
assessment process, allows anyone with an 
interest in our operations to have their say on what 
is proposed.  

These views are taken into account by Council’s 
planning team when recommending to Councillors 
how the application should be determined. 

You can read our documents on Council’s website at 
www.portstephens.nsw.gov.au. We also have a 
link to the relevant page from our Seaham Quarry 
website – www.boral.com.au/seaham. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In considering our modification, it’s important to note 
there are no other changes to operations proposed. 
Operating hours will remain the same, traffic from 
the site volumes will remain the same, and 
environmental obligations will remain the same. 

Since we first started informing locals about our 
ideas for the future of the site during 2017, we’ve 
deferred two of the original concepts we raised.  

The first, as reported in our last newsletter, is that 
we are no longer currently looking to extend the 
existing ignimbrite pit to the north-east (Italia Rd 
side of our site). 
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Secondly, contrary to our last newsletter, we are also 
no longer looking at extracting to RL 30 across the 
southern end of the pit. Both ideas will be revisited in 
line with the quarry’s future needs. 

Our application has been supported by the usual 
range of technical studies, including the recent 
groundwater assessment mentioned in our last 
newsletter which has led to an updated Groundwater 
Management Plan for the site. 

As always, we welcome any direct questions or 
comments about the proposal in addition to feedback 
you may supply to Council. You can send an email to 
feedback@boral.com.au, or call our Planning team 
on 9033 5535 to find out more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rock for the region… 
Those passing by our quarry each day see a lot of 
trucks leaving the Italia Road entry and heading for 

the highway. But where does all the rock go? 

The aggregates (crushed rock) produced by Seaham 
Quarry has many applications in building and 
construction. Most importantly, they form the basis of 
high volume materials like concrete and asphalt. 

This means a lot of deliveries are to Boral Concrete 
and Asphalt plants around the greater Hunter region.  

Our concrete operations can be found in the area 
bounded by Gateshead, Muswellbrook and 
Kooragang, while our asphalt plants at Carrington 
and Taree both take Seaham rock. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recently we’ve also supplied a lot of ballast to the 
Australian Rail Track Corporation (ARTC) for 
maintenance of rail infrastructure throughout the 
region. This helps ensure both passengers and freight 
can be moved efficiently and reliably. 

The warming weather also means the NSW Roads and 
Maritime Services (RMS) and local Councils are 
readying their road works programs. We’re therefore 

helping build their supply stockpiles ahead of time. 

Another place you’ll see Seaham Quarry rock in action 
is around central Newcastle where large scale building 
is taking place. Many of the new structures, part of the 
city centre’s revitalisation, are being built with Boral 
Concrete using the quarry’s aggregates. 

It’s therefore very likely our neighbours make use of 
infrastructure created using materials from the quarry 
each and every day without knowing it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See you at the Fete! 
As we have for a few years, the Seaham Quarry team is 
once again proud to support the annual Seaham Public 
School Fete, being held on Friday 25 October. 

An important event for our local primary school, the 
Fete is being held within the school grounds between 
2.30 and 7pm.  

The students, teachers and parent community are 
presently working hard to ensure there’ll be a fun and 
pleasant afternoon had by all. 

The Fete will have something for everyone including 
stalls, raffles, a silent auction and a ‘Lucky 100’ for 
the grown-ups, and well as a magic show, haunted 
house, water park and more for the kids. 

Plenty of food and drink will be on offer, as well as live 
entertainment. The quarry will also have a stand so 
come along and say g’day to our team! 

You can find out more about the Seaham Public 
School Fete by contacting the school on 4988 6234, or 
searching Seaham Public School and P&C NSW – 
Official Site on Facebook.   
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