
 

 

 
Boral Hall Quarry  
Annual Community Meeting Notes 

  

  

Meeting Date: 22 November 2018 

Meeting Location: Quarry offices, Boral Hall Quarry 

Community 
Attendees: 

Mark McConnell (Resident) 
John and Catherine Baird (Residents) 
Lyn Shaw (Resident) 
Clive Phillips (Resident) 
Denis McCrae (Resident) 

Boral Attendees: Michael Holz (Operations Manager – NSW Country South, Boral 
Quarries NSW/ACT) 
Nick White (Quarry Manager – Hall, Boral Quarries NSW/ACT) 
Scott Dowling (Quarry Supervisor – Hall, Boral Quarries NSW/ACT) 
Adnan Voloder (Planning & Development Manager NSW/ACT, Boral 
Land & Property) 
Paul Jackson (Stakeholder Relations Manager, Boral Land & Property) 
(Chair) 

Apologies: Rob and Marg Klaver (Residents) 

Distribution: Boral Hall Quarry website (www.boral.com.au/hallquarry) 

Disclaimer: These notes are taken from presentations and conversations which formed 
part of this meeting. The content of this document, while reflecting an 
accurate summary of proceedings, should not be taken to represent exact 
dialogue unless specifically minuted as such.  

Meeting notes remain draft until confirmed by members at a following 
meeting. 

 

 
  
Meeting Item Description 

Meeting 
commenced 

17:35 (approximate) 

Welcome, agenda 
and administration  

Residents were welcomed to the annual meeting and Boral personnel 
present were introduced, with those new to the quarry ‘community’ outlining 
their Boral and professional backgrounds.  

The agenda for the meeting was then outlined per the prepared 
presentation however before the business of the meeting proceeded, a 
question was asked why it had taken so long for such a session to be held.  

In explaining, it was stated that in years past community meetings had been 
arranged at frequent periods, but that it had been several years since the 
last one had been held. 

As Chair of the session, Paul Jackson challenged this by stating meetings 



 

 

had been held each November for many years, including in 2017, and the 
year before when the session had to be abandoned because no community 
members showed up. 

A response was offered that this was not known given the quarry’s website 
is extremely out of date and does not show recent records. Further, no 
information was provided about when meetings were being held. 

Paul noted that written invitations were issued to community members in 
the same way and across the same ‘footprint’ as had been the case since 
2011.  

It was acknowledged some premises don’t have mailboxes and it was 
possible that notification hadn’t been received. Accordingly, it was resolved 
future invitations would be sent by both hard copy and electronic means. 

Attendees were then asked whether there were any matters arising out of 
the 2017 community meeting which had included an inspection of the 
quarry pit and operations beforehand. 

Those residents who had been present for the session again expressed 
their gratitude for the opportunity to see the site first hand, adding it was 
highly helpful to understanding the purpose and workings of the quarry. 

It was added that the inspection was very useful for the junior members of 
the community who had attended, and that it afforded the chance to see the 
work and ethics the site team applied to doing their work. 

There being no other matters to discuss, Paul asked Nick White as the 
Quarry Manager to provide the ‘safety moment’ for the meeting.  

Paul explained that ‘safety moments’ are a standard part of Boral’s meeting 
agenda and were designed to share learning about safety-related issues 
which could be taken away into other contexts, such as other worksites or 
the home. 

Nick then outlined the use of a drone by the quarry for analysing and re-
organising the site’s traffic management. 

 

Quarry operations 
update 

Nick then proceeded to offer an overview of the operations at the quarry 
during 2018. This included that the quarry still had more than half of its 
permitted extraction limit remaining with only a month of the year left. 

A total of 11 blasts had been undertaken at the site with a further three 
planned for the remainder of the year. The site continued to move 
overburden with a major campaign undertaken between September 2017 
and February. 

New and upgraded plant and equipment was highlighted, including the 
completion of a new ‘pre-coat’ plant, the operation and purpose of which 
was explained. 

It was noted the site also achieved 12 months without a ‘lost time injury’ 
which attracted an internal award. The importance of reporting site hazards 
was also noted, with Hall returning the highest reporting level for 2018. 



 

 

At this point a number of questions related to operational activities were 
posed by residents, partly prompted by the discussion and partly because 
some attendees needed to leave for other commitments. 

 Has the monitoring of blasting and vibration continued on since the 
‘mishap’ blast of 2008 which was felt in Canberra? 
Yes. Monitoring of blasting and related vibration is a condition of the site’s 
Environmental Protection Licence (EPL) and is reported on quarterly. 
There are two monitoring points and information is shared with both the 
NSW Mines Department and Environment Protection Authority. An 
overview of how blasts are designed and managed was provided.  

 What is the difference between aggregates and roadbase? 
Aggregates refers to simply the crushed rock produced at the quarry. 
Roadbase is the rock mixed with other components designed to fill in the 
‘gaps’ in the road surface between the rock. Those components are 
selected according to the purpose of their application. 

 What are ‘sealing’ aggregates? 
To explain the definition of sealing aggregates, an explanation was given 
about the various specifications of roads. Sealing aggregates are used to 
return a road to the appropriate standard per these specifications. The 
specifications themselves are linked to vehicle braking friction values, 
each road type requiring a different one dependant on the speeds 
vehicles travel upon them. 

 A resident made a comment that they recalled from the 2017 site 
inspection that the Hall Quarry possessed a special rock type that was of 
the highest quality for concrete production. This was confirmed by Boral 
personnel present, with 350 000 tonnes of the rock utilised for what is 
called ‘low shrinkage’ concrete used in major structures.  

 Another resident from Rolfe Road stated that they had to leave the 
meeting, but wanted to raise their concerns about recent blasting and 
observations of cracking in their home. They stated they believed the 
vibration is affecting houses in the area and that a recent blast had felt 
more like an earthquake. The resident said they would like a guarantee 
that the planning application made by the Hall Concrete plant on site for 
increased production (to be discussed later in the meeting) would not 
equate to an increased level of blasting. Nick noted these concerns and 
said that the forecasting of future blasts would be driven by market 
demand, so it wasn’t possible at this point to estimate the effect of the 
production increase or other work on upcoming blast frequency. 

The meeting returned to the agenda at this point. It was noted that the site 
team had seen an increase in the use of Kaveneys Road by vehicles not 
associated with the quarry in recent times, and felt it was important to 
explain to attendees the quarry’s contribution to traffic volumes. 

Residents agreed with the observation, pointing to the opening of a new 
‘quarry’ on Dog Trap Road as one of the issues at hand. It was mentioned 
that at least one resident had written to Yass Valley Council to complain 
about the state of Kaveneys Road past the Boral site. 



 

 

A further resident explained they believed the additional traffic was being 
generated by ‘fill’ being imported from Canberra to fill gullies on local 
properties under the guise of erosion repair. It was noted the long-standing 
sand quarry at the end of Kaveneys Road was also continuing to make a 
contribution to road condition and traffic impacts. 

In the ensuing discussion, residents raise multiple concerns about the 
increased presence of the ‘other’ traffic and how it had a direct correlation to 
local feeling about the Concrete plant’s application to increase production. 

These concerns included the deteriorating quality of the Kaveneys Road 
surface, the safe use of the intersection with the Barton Highway, the 
behaviour of truck drivers around local motorists, and the ongoing lack of 
maintenance of the road by Council. 

To conclude the operational overview, Nick and Adnan Voloder briefed the 
meeting on the potential for the quarry to seek a planning modification 
during 2019 in relation to the placement of overburden at the quarry. 

Overburden is the name given to material between the surface and the rock 
to be quarried. It was explained that the current planning approval outlined 
where on site this material could be deposited. 

As these areas fill up, permission will need to be sought for new areas to 
take overburden, in turn requiring the modification. Adnan also explained 
the Government’s program of offsetting which would account for any trees 
and vegetation required to be removed as part of any modification. 

A resident made a comment that with so much happening at the site, and 
also across the neighbourhood, it would be good to have some form of 
central community noticeboard to refer to, potentially outside the site near 
the intersection of Kaveneys and the quarry access road. It was indicated 
the quarry would look into this.      

 

Environmental 
overview 

Nick and Michael Holz presented a brief overview on environmental 
activities since the previous community meeting. Attendees were first 
informed that a Water Management Plan was in the process of being 
established for the quarry. 

Noise monitoring data was updated throughout 2018, with it being clarified 
that monitoring and testing is undertaken while the operations are 
functioning to achieve an accurate result. 

It was noted dust management had been a challenge through what was a 
dry year, however the use of ‘polocitrus’ agent and closure of operations on 
excessively windy days had helped alleviate any major issues. 

Lastly, it was noted that the peregrine falcons which had long visited the 
quarry had once again returned this year and bred more chicks. 

Questions/comments arising during this section: 

 A resident in Rolfe Road note they were upset that noise continued to 
affect their property often. They noted that during the year ‘new’ noises 
had appeared and at quite a volume. A hammering noise was very 



 

 

evident amongst other sounds. The resident wondered what noise 
monitoring had been done in support of the proposed Concrete increased 
production – an explanation of how noise modelling is undertaken and 
prepared was given. It was mentioned that noise didn’t appear to be one 
of the things that the quarry had to report upon to authorities – the 
response was that although the reporting of noise data wasn’t a condition 
of the quarry’s Environment Protection Licence (EPL), it was in fact 
undertaken. A request was made that this information be shared in future. 
The resident maintained that noise levels at their property had been on 
the increase for the past two years and that their main ‘suspect’ was some 
type of rock hammer. The resident was asked to call the site the next time 
the sound was heard so that the source could be identified.  

 Will there be a direct correlation between an approval for increased 
production at the Concrete plant and blasting in the quarry? 
No. Although the quarry’s aggregates are required for concrete 
production, the number of blasts and yield at the quarry is driven solely by 
market demand for products. 

 

Hall Concrete 
development 
application (DA) 

Referring back to the earlier conversation, residents were provided with an 
overview of Boral’s application to seek an increase to the production limit for 
the on-site concrete batching plant. 

The approval sought is for an increase from 15000 to 50000 cubic metres per 
year. It was explained no other operational changes were sought, with the 
only difference being an increase from four to 13 in the average amount of 
vehicles leaving the site per day. 

The application is being assessed by Yass Valley Council. 

Questions/comments arising during this section: 

 Will there be a direct correlation between an approval for increased 
production at the Concrete plant and blasting in the quarry? 
No. Although the quarry’s aggregates are required for concrete production, 
the number of blasts and yield at the quarry is driven solely by market 
demand for products. 

 How much does a concrete agitator (truck) weigh? 
An average ‘agi’ holds six cubic metres of concrete which weighs 
approximately 28 tonnes. Truck-and-dogs (tippers) from the quarry weigh 
about the same. 

 Residents stated that the objections they had raised about the proposal 
primarily related to the issues discussed earlier, specifically the capacity 
of Kaveneys Road to take additional vehicles, the current condition of the 
roadway past the quarry/concrete site, and the additional trucks which 
had appeared during the year servicing other sites. Paul asked directly 
that if the additional issues which had been created by the presence of 
the other trucks hadn’t arisen, would there be objection to the Concrete 
proposal. Residents stated there would not. 

 



 

 

 

Community 
participation and 
general business 

To finalise the meeting, Paul asked those attending for any items of general 
business. A request was made for Boral to consider supporting local 
activities for Clean Up Australia Day when they were held, as the site had 
done in the past. 

That being the only matter of general business, it was indicated that Boral 
would like to acknowledge and express its public sympathy on the passing 
during the year of David Coonan. David was a keen contributor to the 
community forum across many years and, despite being affected by serious 
illness, participated in last year’s site inspection to the fullest extent. It was 
noted that David’s input into the site, the wider community and the transport 
industry in which he worked would be greatly missed. 

It was mentioned that the next community meeting would be organised for 
November 2019 unless an earlier session was required or requested for any 
reason. 

  

Next Meeting November 2019, TBC 

Meeting Close 19:30 (approximate) 

 
 
 
 

   

Action Items Arising From Meeting 

Action No. Details Responsibility Due 

1 Future meeting invitations to be issued both 
by hard copy and electronic means 

Boral Next meeting 
and ongoing 

2 Consider supporting the installation of a 
community noticeboard for the Kaveneys 
Road neighbourhood near site.  

Boral Next meeting 

3 Noise monitoring data to be shared at 
community meetings in alignment to the 
process at other sites. 

Boral Next meeting 

4 Resident (Rolfe Road) to call site next time 
‘hammering’ sound heard so source can be 
identified 

Resident (name 
recorded by 
Boral) 

Next time 
sound is 
heard 

5 Consider support for Clean Up Australia Day 
local activities in 2019 

Boral Before CUAD 
2019 

 


