
 

 

 
Boral Hall Quarry  
Annual Community Meeting Notes 

  

  

Meeting Date: 23 November 2017 

Meeting Location: Quarry offices and pit, Boral Hall Quarry 

Community 
Attendees: 

Bob Wilson (Resident) 
Dave and Kathy Coonan (Residents) 
Lyn Shaw (Resident) 
Paul Hinds (Resident) 
Matt and Deb Stephenson  (Residents) 
Brad, Maree, Holly and Brooke Hatton (Residents) 

Boral Attendees: Nick White (Quarry Manager – Hall, Boral Quarries NSW/ACT) 
Scott Dowling (Quarry Supervisor – Hall, Boral Quarries NSW/ACT) 
Paul Jackson (Stakeholder Relations Manager, Boral Land & Property) 
(Chair) 

Apologies: Nil 

Distribution: Boral Hall Quarry website (www.boral.com.au/hallquarry) 

Disclaimer: These notes are taken from presentations and conversations which formed 
part of this meeting. The content of this document, while reflecting an 
accurate summary of proceedings, should not be taken to represent exact 
dialogue unless specifically minuted as such.  

Meeting notes remain draft until confirmed by members at a following 
meeting. 

 

 
  
Meeting Item Description 

Site inspection Ahead of the commencement of the meeting, neighbours were invited by 
the quarry team to join them on an inspection of the site, inclusive of the pit 
and current workings, the overburden areas and processing plant. 

This opportunity was the first time most neighbours had viewed the pit top. 
The overwhelming feedback was that the experience had been invaluable 
to neighbour understanding of the quarry, its purpose and its operation. 

Following the inspection, visitors were returned to the quarry offices and the 
formal business of the meeting began. 

 

Meeting 
commenced 

19:05  

Welcome, agenda 
and administration  

Paul Jackson welcomed everyone to the session and thanked neighbours 
for their interest in and support of the site inspection. 

He then introduced his Boral colleagues Nick White and Scott Dowling, 



 

 

Nick having been appointed as Quarry Manager during the course of the 
year. Paul then invited Nick to background attendees on his Boral and 
professional history, as well as his aims for the site going forward. 

The minutes for the previous year’s meeting held 24 November were noted, 
specifically because there were no community attendees. Paul stated that 
the intended presentation for the meeting would be placed on the quarry’s 
website along with the formal meeting minutes. 

It was noted there were no apologies for the meeting. Paul then asked Nick 
to offer a ‘safety moment’, explaining that doing so was a standard part of 
Boral meetings.  

A safety moment was defined as the sharing of an incident with implications 
for personal safety from which others can take learnings. Nick identified 
driving a vehicle with hands occupied by phones, food or drink as an 
example of something we know we shouldn’t do but continue to do.     

 

Quarry operations 
update 

Nick then continued into an update on the conduct of the operations for the 
past year. It was noted the annual production for 2017 was tracking at less 
than half of the consented annual limit. 

Only six blasts had taken place across the year, with a seventh planned for 
4 December.  

An outline on site plant and equipment improvements was given, and it was 
mentioned that the quarry was currently tracking as the highest reporter of 
safety hazards for the Country Quarries NSW/ACT business. 

A resident asked whether the site had moved from the previous annual 
production limit of 350 000 tonnes per annum to the 500 000 tonnes limit 
approved during 2006 pending conditions.  

It was explained that now that those conditions had been met, including the 
implementation of the Barton Highway-Kaveneys Road intersection in 2014-
15, the quarry had indeed moved to operating on a 500 000 tonnes limit. 

Residents were then asked whether they felt the intersection was still 
working well, two years after works concluded. It was stated that the quarry 
team, including drivers, were still very happy with the arrangements. 

A reminder was also given to residents that they were encouraged to report 
any instance of bad driver behaviour involving heavy vehicles associated 
with the quarry. 

Community attendees responded by stating they also were very happy and 
remained grateful for the reconfigured intersection. They also raised, 
however, that Yass Valley Council was not spending money on Kaveneys 
Road and that they were continuing to campaign about this. 

It was asked whether the quarry was paying more in levies with the greater 
production limit. It was explained that in theory it should be, however as 
production had not exceeded previous levels, the amount remained 
consistent with what was paid before. 

A question was asked as to whether the site maintained a ‘safety board’ 



 

 

showing statistics such as time since last workplace injury and so on. Since 
all of the relevant figures are tracked continuously through Boral’s electronic 
systems, it was mentioned there was no need for this type of prompt. 

A resident asked whether Hall Quarry was the best in Boral’s system in 
terms of compliance with regulations. It was indicated the site held its own 
on a number of fronts, but that continuous improvement was always a major 
aim of the site. The resident then expressed that in their view, it certainly 
seemed like Hall was a frontrunner. 

Returning to the Kaveneys-Highway intersection, another resident remarked 
that the outcome was far superior to that achieved through work on a similar 
intersection at Murrumbateman. It was noted that the Kaveneys work cost 
only a fraction of the Murrumbateman example, making the community 
even more grateful for Boral’s efforts. 

Nick and Paul thanked the residents for their positive feedback and moved 
on to the next item of business. Nick mentioned that within the coming 12 
months, there may be a need for a planning modification to again be 
undertaken at site. 

It was explained this modification would relate to places within the quarry 
that overburden could be stored. Overburden refers to the material between 
the Earth’s surface and the rock to be quarried, with planning consents 
generally designating where it was allowed to be emplaced.   

Should the need for the modification arise, residents were assured the 
usual communications would be implemented. It was emphasised that a 
modification for overburden storage would not change any site activities.  

 

Environmental 
overview 

An overview of environmental activity at the quarry during the year was then 
given.  

Nick outlined that a new Water Management Plan was being prepared for 
the quarry, and that a new round of noise monitoring around the site 
boundaries had been arranged. 

It was mentioned the site’s sediment basins had been cleaned out during 
April, while in February and March 2018, a new dust suppression system is 
to be fitted to the processing plant. 

A resident then asked if Boral had ever carbon dated the rock at the site. It 
was indicated that those present were uncertain as to whether that had 
happened.  

 

Community 
participation and 
general business 

Looking at community relations, Nick and Scott Dowling shared a story 
from earlier in the year involving the Terroux Observatory at Wallaroo. 

Attendees were told that the owner of the observatory, which had opened in 
2014, had contacted the site after the team had replaced some lights that 
hadn’t been working for some time. 

It was explained the lights had created unintended interference with the 
observatory’s telescopes. Following the contact, the quarry team installed 



 

 

seven day light timers to switch the lights on and off around the 
observatory’s viewing cycles. 

Subsequent feedback from the observatory has been extremely positive, 
with the local astrological community now apparently singing Boral’s praises 
for the responsiveness. 

Paul then asked for any items of general business. There being none 
raised, everyone was thanked for their attendance and input. 

  

Next Meeting November 2018, TBC 

Meeting Close 19:35 

 
 
 
 

   

Action Items Arising From Meeting 

Action No. Details Responsibility Due 

- Nil actions from this meeting - - 

    

 


