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The Boral Taree Asphalt Plant, located on Arkwright Crescent in the Kolodong Industrial 
Estate, has provided the Mid North Coast with road surfacing materials for over 25 years.  

We are pleased to present this community update to better inform our valued neighbours 
and stakeholders about this important local operation.

Paving a path to the Manning 
The Boral Taree Asphalt Plant’s main task is to 
produce asphalt for use on highways and local 
roads around the Mid North Coast region. 

First opened in the early 1990s, the site delivers 
asphalt made to a variety of specifications set 
by customers including local Councils and the 
NSW Roads and Maritime Services (RMS). 

The plant has played a key role in the significant 
changes which have taken place across the 
region’s road network since it was opened. 

Perhaps the most important of these has been 
the progressive upgrade of the Pacific Highway.  

As the ‘thread’ binding the social and economic 
life of the entire North Coast, the highway has 
gone from narrow, single-lane country road to a 
high quality modern motorway. 

Taree’s central location on the coast has leant 
itself to allowing the plant to service these 
upgrades, particularly those to the north of the 
town. In future, this will also assist with the 
highway’s ongoing maintenance needs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Until 2015, the site usually only operated as 
required in support of major road projects.  

During the last two years, however, production 
has been more frequent through the ongoing 
highway upgrades and increased local demand. 

A day at the site… 
Making asphalt for works projects is a process 
undertaken at the site up to six days each week.    

Currently two employees work at the plant which 
generally operates from 7am to 6pm, Monday 
to Friday, and 7am to 12pm Saturdays.  

Sometimes production can be approved to take 
place outside these hours for any road work 
done at night to minimise interruption to traffic. 

To make asphalt, the site will bring in 
aggregates (crushed rock, typically from our 
quarries at Johns River or Seaham) and sand, 
both of which are heated and dried. 

The dried aggregates are mixed with ‘fillers’ 
such as lime, before being coated with bitumen, 
a black, sticky by-product of oil refining. 

The finished asphalt is then taken by truck 
directly to the worksite at which it is needed. 

 

 

 

 

Asphalt, not ‘tar’… 

In Australia, sealed roads are often 
referred to as ‘tarred’ roads. 

 ‘Tar’ is a substance derived from coal 
which has not been used in asphalt 
production since before the 1980s.  

Asphalt makes use of bitumen, a by-

product of oil refining. 
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Because the asphalt must remain between 150 
and 180 degrees Celsius in order to be laid 

correctly, the timeframe for delivery is limited. 

This is why production occurs at or just ahead of 
the time the road works are being undertaken. 

Noticing noise 
Our Taree Asphalt site is located in a busy 
industrial precinct which hosts a number of 
activities, all of which have the potential to 
generate noise beyond the immediate estate. 

During the first half of last year, we received 
feedback from neighbours that noise from our 
site in particular was quite noticeable at times. 

In response, we arranged for a noise 
monitoring assessment to be conducted. The 
aim of the assessment was to quantify how 
much our site may be contributing to the overall 
noise levels of the precinct. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Between December 5 and 12, a specialist 
consultant recorded sound levels at locations 
around the plant while it was operating. 

In addition, noise recorders were also placed 
around the area, capturing sound continuously 
during the week. 

Analysing the results, the consultant found that 
our site satisfies both its obligations under 
Council’s (1990) development approval for the 
operations, and current NSW industrial noise 
policies which are much more up to date. 

Despite this, the plant has been gradually 
adding measures aimed at reducing the 
possibility of any production or other noise 
projecting out from the operations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This includes installing acoustic-grade lining 
around the on-site diesel shed, as well as the 
plant’s burner which heats the drum-dryer. 

We’ve also placed restrictions on activity during 
the early morning, and fitted ‘low frequency’ 
safety beepers to vehicles. 

The consultant’s report also recommended 
additional noise ‘curtains’, and the potential re-
orientation of the burner to another alignment 
which we’ll consider as part of any future 
upgrade or replacement of the current plant. 

While we continue to identify improvements, we 
encourage all neighbours to report any noise 
from our site immediately on 6551 2244.  

Doing so will help us to verify whether the noise 
is actually from our site or other operations, and 
for corrective actions to be swiftly put in place. 

Living near an asphalt site 
One of the questions those living near asphalt 
plants often ask is whether there are any 
potential effects in terms of community health. 

While there have been many studies, and much 
information of all types on the internet, the sheer 
volume of published material can make finding 
current and accurate data a challenge. 

To clarify our position, we have produced a 
brochure on how we operate in communities 
such as Taree. 

Boral Asphalt in Your Community, a copy of 
which accompanies this newsletter, will give you 
an overview of the basics of asphalt production, 
and the materials we use in the process. 

If you don’t receive your copy, please contact 
our Stakeholder Relations team on 4677 2946 
(Mon/Tue/Fri), 0401 894 097 (Wed/Thu) or 
email feedback@boral.com.au. 

Your local Boral site contact 

Boral Taree Asphalt has been supervised 
by Chris Adams since 2015.  

You can contact Chris on 0401 897 519 or 

via chris.adams@boral.com.au. 
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