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Declaration of Accuracy 

 
In making this declaration, I am aware that sections 490 and 491 of the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) (EPBC Act) make it an offence in 
certain circumstances to knowingly provide false or misleading information or documents. 
The offence is punishable on conviction by imprisonment or a fine, or both. I declare that all 
the information and documentation supporting this compliance report is true and correct in 
every particular. I am authorised to bind the approval holder to this declaration and that I 
have no knowledge of that authorisation being revoked at the time of making this 
declaration. 
 
 
 

Signed  

Full name Andy Coe 
Position Quarry Manager Peppertree 
Organisation Boral Resources (NSW) Pty Ltd 
ABN 51 000 756 507 
Date 01/05/2026 
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3.0 Introduction  

This annual compliance report Year 4 (21 March 2025 to 20 March 2026) has been prepared 
to satisfy the requirements of EPBC 2018/8243 (the Approval) granted on 31st March 2020 for 
the Peppertree Quarry Modification 5, Marulan South, NSW (the Project). 
 
In accordance with the approval granted on 31 March 2020 under the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act), this annual compliance report 
has been prepared to satisfy Condition 9 of the Approval, which states: 
 
“The approval holder must prepare a compliance report for each 12-month period following 
the date of commencement of the action, or otherwise in accordance with an annual date 
that has been agreed to in writing by the Minister. The approval holder must: 
a. Publish each compliance report on the website within 60 business days following the 
relevant 12-month period; 
b. Notify the Department by email that a compliance report has been published on the 
website within five business days of the date of publication; 
c. Keep all compliance reports publicly available on the website until this approval expires; 
d. Exclude or redact sensitive ecological data from compliance reports published on the 
website; and 
e. where any sensitive ecological data has been excluded from the version published, submit 
the full compliance report to the Department within 5 business days of publication. 
 
Note: Compliance reports may be published on the Department’s website. The first 
compliance report may report a period less than 12 months so that it and subsequent 
compliance reports align with the similar requirement under state/territory approval.” 
 

3.1 Reporting Period 

This annual compliance report details the status and compliance of the Project for the 12-
month reporting period spanning 21 March 2025 through to 20 March 2026.  
 
The annual compliance report must be published on Boral’s public website and notification 
provided to the Department of the Environment and Energy (now the Department of 
Climate Change, Energy, Environment and Water, DEECCW) within 60 business days of the 
12-month anniversary of the commencement of the action (21 March 2022). 
 

3.2 EPBC Approval 

Boral Resources (NSW) Pty Ltd, as the Proponent of the Project (EPBC Act Referral 
2018/8243) was issued with an approval by the Department of the Environment and Energy 
(now DEECCW) on the 31 March 2020, subject to conditions. This approval was 
subsequently varied on 4 November 2021, to allow credit retirement by 30 June 2022.  
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The approved action was to allow for a new 15 million tonne overburden emplacement area 
and associated storage dam, relocation of a powerline and construction of an intersection on 
Marulan South Road [EPBC Act referral 2018/8243].  
 
Vegetation validation was undertaken as per the BAM (Biodiversity Assessment 
Methodology) which confirmed that the area identified as ‘proposed’ in Appendix A of EPBC 
2018/8243 contained the following Plant Community Types (figure 3): 
 
1. PCT778: Coast Grey Box – stringybark dry woodland on slopes of the Shoalhaven Gorges -
Southern Sydney Basin 
PCT1334: Yellow Box - Blakely's Red Gum grassy woodland on the tablelands, South Eastern 
Highlands. 
 
These Plant Community Types concluded that two ‘species credit fauna’, the Koala and Large-
eared Pied Bat, have habitat within the study area, requiring like-for-like species credits. 
 
Key details related to the EPBC 2018/8243 approval are provided in Table 2 below.  
 
Table 2 – Approval Details 

Commonwealth Reference EPBC 2018/8243 

Approval Holder Boral Resources (NSW) Pty Ltd 
ABN 000 756 507 

Project Name on Approval 
Peppertree Quarry Modification 5, Marulan 
South, NSW (2018/8243) 

Approved Action 

A new 15 million tonne overburden 
emplacement area and associated storage dam, 
relocation of a powerline and construction of 
an intersection on Marulan South Road [EPBC 
Act referral 2018/8243] 

Controlling Provision(s) 
Listed threatened species and communities 
(sections 18 & 18A) 

Approval Date 31 March 2020 
Variation to Conditions of Approval 
Date 

4 November 2021 

Expiry Date of The Approval 31 December 2038 
Date of Commencement of The Action 21 March 2022 

Address 
843, Marulan South Road, Marulan South, 
NSW, 2579 

Government Area Goulburn Mulwaree LGA 
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3.3 Project Description 

Peppertree Quarry (the Quarry) is owned and operated by Boral Resources (NSW) Pty Ltd 
(Boral). The hard rock quarry is located south-east of Marulan in the NSW Southern 
Tablelands, approximately 175 km south-west of Sydney (refer to Figure 1).  
 
The Quarry was first granted planning approval in February 2007 under Part 3A of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 following the preparation and display of 
an Environmental Impact Assessment. The project has since been the subject of seven 
separate modification applications which were approved in March 2009, November 2011, 
October 2012, August 2016, October 2019, April 2020, and most recently in September 
2021.  
 
The Quarry has an identified resource area of approximately 250 million tonnes, which 
dependent upon extraction rates, would allow quarrying for 70 years or more over an area 
of approximately 104 hectares (ha), within a 650-ha parcel of land (refer to Figure 2).   
 
All quarry products and materials (granodiorite aggregate products and manufactured sand) 
are transported by rail and capped quantity of trucks to a number of Boral rail terminals for 
distribution by trucks into the Sydney metropolitan area. 
 
Boral Resources (NSW) Pty Ltd (Boral), a wholly owned subsidiary of Boral Limited, began 
construction of a new overburden emplacement and associated storage dam, relocation of a 
powerline and construction of and intersection in order to store quarried overburden and 
weathered rock material (the Project) commencing 21 March 2022. The overburden was 
removed from within Boral’s existing Peppertree Quarry approved quarry footprint to enable 
the extraction of higher quality hard rock beneath. 
 
The new emplacement area is located to the southwest of the approved quarry pit and south 
of Marulan South Road. 
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Figure 1 - Site location and immediate surrounds 
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Figure 2 - Site layout 
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3.4 Overview of Key Activities and Achievements 

 
During Year 1 of compliance reporting, the following development and environmental 
management activities occurred: 
 

• Clearing of vegetation within the area identified as ‘proposed’ at Appendix A of EPBC 
2018/8243 in accordance with the best practice methodology set out in the 
Biodiversity Guidelines: Protecting and managing biodiversity on RTA projects. Only 
vegetation North of the “powerline to be relocated” has been removed.  

• Management of an area of Aboriginal archaeological sensitivity and five potential 
culturally scarred trees  

• Construction of a new access road/intersection and surface water infrastructure (i.e. 
surface drains, sedimentation dams) to manage runoff. 

• Haulage and unloading of excavated overburden and weathered rock material from 
the approved quarry footprint at the project area. 

• Offsetting vegetation removal through the retirement of the following credits from 2 
stewardship sites, one located in the Bungonia subregion owned by Boral and the 
other being privately owned (location withheld).  

a. 428 like-for-like ecosystem credits for Box Gum Grassy Woodland; 

b. 487 like-for-like species credits for the Koala; 

c. 731 like-for-like species credits for the Large-eared Pied Bat; and 

d. 473 like-for-like ecosystem credits for the Regent Honeyeater, which are 
comprised of 134 like-for-like ecosystem credits for PCT 778 and 339 like-for-
like ecosystem credits for PCT 1334. 

• Quarterly weed management activities. 

• Installation of 33 nest boxes as per the best practice methodology set out in the 
Biodiversity Guidelines: Protecting and managing biodiversity on RTA projects (figure 
4). The nest boxes were monitored for use in November 2022. 

 
During Year 2, the following development and environmental management activities 
occurred:  

• Liaison with the Aboriginal Heritage Management Committee (AHMC) to design and 
engineer a final location for the five scar trees to be displayed. 

• Haulage, unloading and compaction, of excavated overburden and weathered rock 
material from the approved quarry footprint at the project area. 

• Construction of new surface water infrastructure (i.e. surface drain and sedimentation 
dam) to manage runoff. 

• Quarterly weed management activities. 

• Annual monitoring of the 33 nest boxes in November 2023 and it was determined that 
no nest box replacement was necessary. Four single Brush-tailed Possum were found 
in a healthy condition and inhabited four different boxes designed for Possums and 
one adult Sugar Glider was observed in the box designed for use for by Gliders.    
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During Year 3, the following development and environmental management activities 
occurred: 

• Haulage, unloading and compaction, of excavated overburden and weathered rock 
material from the approved quarry footprint at the project area. 

• Management and dewatering of surface water infrastructure  

• Ongoing erosion and sediment control 

• Quarterly weed management activities. 

• Annual monitoring of the 33 nest boxes in October 2024. A total of 3 adult Brush-tailed 
Possums (Trichosurus vulpecula), 2 adult Sugar Gliders (Petaurus breviceps) were 
found in a healthy condition within a number of nest boxes. Signs of use including 
leaves, eggshells, wood chips and chewing of the boxes were found in 29 of the 33 
nest boxes.   
 

During Year 4, the following development and environmental management activities 
occurred: 
 

• Haulage, unloading and compaction of weathered rock material generated during the 
crushing and screening process from the approved quarry footprint at the project 
area. 

• Management and dewatering of surface water infrastructure  

• Ongoing erosion and sediment control 

• Quarterly weed management activities. 

• Annual monitoring of the 33 nest boxes in October 2025. A total of 5 adult Brush-tailed 
Possums (Trichosurus vulpecula) were found in a healthy condition within a number 
of nest boxes. Signs of use including nesting / bedding material, leaves, eggshells, 
wood chips and chewing of the boxes were found in a number of the 33 nest boxes.
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Figure 3 – Validated vegetation mapping 
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1Figure 4 – Nest box installation site 
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4.0 EPBC 2018/8243 Approval conditions compliance table 

Conditions attached to approval Compliance 
Status 

Evidence/Comments 

Part A – Conditions specific to the action 

1. The approval holder must not clear outside of the area identified as 
‘proposed’ at Appendix A. 

Compliant 

 
Year 4 - No further clearing and disturbance was undertaken. 

Year 3 - No further clearing and disturbance was undertaken. 

Year 2 - No further clearing and disturbance was undertaken. 

Year 1 - Vegetation was cleared within area identified as ‘proposed’ at Appendix A. 

Clearing boundary was pegged consistent with area identified as ‘proposed’ at Appendix A, no clearing was undertaken outside of this area. 

2. The approval holder must not clear more than: 
a. 27.68 hectares (ha) of Box Gum Grassy Woodland; 
b. 27.1 ha of Koala habitat; 
c. 27.1 ha of Large-eared Pied Bat habitat; and 
d. 27.1 ha of Regent Honeyeater habitat 

within the area identified as ‘proposed’ at Appendix A. 

Compliant  

Year 4 - No further clearing was undertaken. 

Year 3 - No further clearing was undertaken. 

Year 2 - No further clearing was undertaken. 

Year 1 - Action completed in year 1. Vegetation was cleared within area identified as ‘proposed’ at Appendix A. 

Clearing boundary was pegged consistent with area identified as ‘proposed’ at Appendix A, no clearing was undertaken outside of this area. 

3. To compensate for impacts to protected matters, the approval holder 
must, by 30 June 2022 retire: 

a. 428 like-for-like ecosystem credits for Box Gum Grassy Woodland; 

b. 487 like-for-like species credits for the Koala; 

c. 731 like-for-like species credits for the Large-eared Pied Bat; and 

d. 473 like-for-like ecosystem credits for the Regent Honeyeater, which 

are comprised of 134 like-for-like ecosystem credits for PCT 778 and 

339 like-for-like ecosystem credits for PCT 1334. 

The approval holder may not pay into the Biodiversity Conservation Fund 
unless the Minister approves this in writing. 

Non-
Compliant 

(Note: Site is 
compliant 
with the 
retirement 
of the 
credits but 
non-
compliant 
with the due 
date. This 
was 
however 
approved by 
DCCEEW at 
the time) 

Year 4 – No further credits are required to be retired. 

Year 3 - No further credits are required to be retired.  

Compliance status changed to Non-Compliant as a result of DCCEEW’s audit during the year 3 reporting period. Refer to comments under 
condition 8. 

Year 2 - No further credits are required to be retired. 

Year 1- Completed- Credits have been retired. 

There was a delay in credit retirement due to changes occurring in the Total Fund Deposit (TFD) regime and agency structure responsible to 
assessing and determining Stewardship applications combined with changes in Boral Director group. 

DEECCW were kept abreast of the process.  

Refer to Appendix 1 

4. Within 20 business days of completing the requirements of Condition 3, 
the approval holder must provide the Department with evidence of when 
and how the like-for-like ecosystem credits and like-for-like species credits 
were retired. 

Not-Applicable 
 
Year 4 - No further action required.  

Year 3 - No further action required.  

Compliance status changed to Not-Applicable as a result of DCCEEW’s audit during the year 3 reporting period. Refer to comments under 
condition 8. 

Year 2 - No further action required. 

Year 1 – Completed 

5. To avoid injury and mortality to Koalas during clearance, the approval 
holder must: 

a. ensure clearance is undertaken in accordance with the best practice 

methodology set out in the Biodiversity Guidelines: Protecting and 

Compliant 
 
 

Year 4 - No further clearance and disturbance was undertaken. 

Year 3 – No further clearance and disturbance was undertaken. 

Year 2 – No further clearance and disturbance was undertaken. 

Year 1 - Completed. Clearance was undertaken in accordance with Biodiversity Guidelines: Protecting and managing biodiversity on RTA 
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managing biodiversity on RTA projects. An alternative, equivalent 

guideline may be used only if approved by the Department in writing. 

b. in the case that a Koala is observed within the area identified as 

‘Proposed’ at Appendix A, cease the action immediately. The action must 

not recommence until all Koalas are removed and an ecologist confirms 

that no Koalas occur within the area identified as ‘Proposed’ at 

Attachment A. 

c. in the case that a Koala is killed or injured, notify the Department of the 

incident in accordance with Conditions 9 and 10, and undertake any 

corrective action necessary to prevent further Koala death or injury. 

projects.  

No Koalas were observed during the pre-clearance survey, or during the clearing. 

Part B – Standard administrative conditions 

Notification of date of commencement of the action 
 
6. The approval holder must notify the Department in writing of the date of 
commencement of the action within 10 business days after the date of 
commencement of the action. 

Compliant 

Year 4 - No further action required. 

Year 3 - No further action required. 

Year 2 - No further action required. 

Year 1 - Completed. Refer to Appendix 2 

Compliance records 

7. The approval holder must maintain accurate and 
complete compliance records. 

Compliant 

 

Year 4 - Boral has maintained records in accordance with this condition. 

Year 3 - Boral has maintained records in accordance with this condition. 

Year 2 - Boral has maintained records in accordance with this condition. 

Year 1 - Boral has maintained records in accordance with this condition. 
 

8. If the Department makes a request in writing, the approval holder must 
provide electronic copies of compliance records to the Department within 
the timeframe specified in the request. 

Note: Compliance records may be subject to audit by the Department or an 
independent auditor in accordance with section 458 of the EPBC Act, and/or 
used to verify compliance with the conditions. Summaries of the result of an 
audit may be published on the Department’s website or through the general 
media. 

Compliant 

Year 4 – This condition was not triggered during the reporting period 

Year 3 - This condition was triggered during the reporting period.  

Correspondence was received on the 5th of June 2024 from DCCEEW alerting Boral of the departments intent to audit EPBC 2018/8243. Further 
correspondence was received on the 27th of June 2024 requesting information to demonstrate compliance with conditions 1,2,3,4,5 and 9 of 
EPBC 2018/8243. Boral supplied the requested information on the 26th of July 2024. Of the 12 conditions assessed under the approval, the audit 
found the following:  

• Compliance with seven of the 12 conditions of approval examined.  

• Non-compliance with condition 3.  

• Four conditions (4, 10, 11 and 12) were not applicable at the time of the compliance audit.  

The findings that determined a non-compliance against condition 3 of EPBC 2018/8243 noted by the department were: 

“While the auditee has retired the ecosystem and species credits for conditions 3a, 3b, 3c and 3d, they were not retired by 30 June 2022. The 
department notes the credits were retired by 22 February 2023 with acknowledgment by the Department on the 27 February 2023 that all 
commitments had been met. As the ecosystem and species credits were not retired within the specified timeframe, condition 3 has been 
determined to be non-compliant.” 

The department noted: “Condition 4 assumes the auditee’s compliance with condition 3. As the auditee was found non-compliant 
with condition 3, compliance with condition 4 cannot be assessed.” 

The department made the following observations during the audit: 

“1. There have been no direct impacts to EPBC protected species because of non-compliance for condition 3.  

2. The auditee has been proactive in its engagement with the department concerning its approval obligations.  
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3. At times the department has been inconsistent in responding to correspondence.  

4. The auditor notes that following the variation to condition 3 to extend the specified timeframe for the retirement of ecosystem/species 
credits, the department agreed to further timeframe extensions sought by the auditee.” 

The audit determined the compliance status of conditions 3 and 4 were in fact non-compliant and not-applicable respectively. This has been 
reflected in the compliance status column of conditions 3 and 4 in this compliance report.  

A summary of the audit report findings can be found at: https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/epbc/compliance/audits#toc_3 

Year 2 - This condition was not triggered during the reporting period. 

Year 1 - This condition was not triggered during the reporting period. 
Annual compliance reporting 
9. The approval holder must prepare a compliance report for each 12-month 
period following the date of commencement of the action, or otherwise in 
accordance with an annual date that has been agreed to in writing by the 
Minister. The approval holder must: 
a. publish each compliance report on the website within 60 business days 
following the relevant 12 month period; 
b. notify the Department by email that a compliance report has been 
published on the website and provide the weblink for the compliance report 
within 5 business days of the date of publication; 
c. keep all compliance reports publicly available on the website until this 
approval expires; 
d. exclude or redact sensitive ecological data from compliance reports 
published on the website; and 
e. where any sensitive ecological data has been excluded from the version 
published, submit the full compliance report to the Department within 5 
business days of publication. 

Note: Compliance reports may be published on the Department’s website. 

Compliant 

Year 4 - The annual compliance report will be published within 60 business days with the date of publishing updated in the next annual report.  

Year 3 - The annual compliance report was posted to the website 20th May 2026 with notification given to the department 20th May 2026. 

Year 2 - The annual compliance report was posted to the website 20th May 2024 with notification given to the department 20th May 2024.  

 Year 1 - The annual compliance report was posted to the website 19th May 2023 with notification given to the department 19th May 2023.  

The publication of the compliance report can be found under the “Environmental Management” tab of the below website link: 

https://www.boral.com.au/peppertree 

 
 

Reporting non-compliance 

10. The approval holder must notify the Department in writing of any: 
incident or noncompliance with the conditions. The notification must be 
given as soon as practicable, and no later than 2 business days after 
becoming aware of the incident or noncompliance. The notification must 
specify: 

a. any condition which is or may be in breach; 

b. a short description of the incident and/or non-compliance; and 

c. the location (including co-ordinates), date, and time of the incident 
and/or non-compliance. In the event the exact information cannot be 
provided, provide the best information available. 

Not 
Applicable 

Year 4 - This condition was not triggered during the reporting period. 

Year 3 - This condition was not triggered during the reporting period.  

Year 2 - This condition was not triggered during the reporting period. 

Year 1 - This condition was not triggered during the reporting period. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
11. The approval holder must provide to the Department the details, in 
writing, of any incident or non-compliance with the conditions as soon as 
practicable and no later than 10 business days after becoming aware of the 
incident or non-compliance, specifying: 
a. any corrective action or investigation which the approval holder has already 
taken or intends to take in the immediate future; 
b. the potential impacts of the incident or non-compliance; and 
c. the method and timing of any remedial action that will be undertaken by 
the approval holder. 

Not Applicable 

Year 4 - This condition was not triggered during the reporting period. 

Year 3 - This condition was not triggered during the reporting period. 

Year 2 - This condition was not triggered during the reporting period. 

Year 1 - This condition was not triggered during the reporting period. 

https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/epbc/compliance/audits#toc_3
https://www.boral.com.au/peppertree
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Completion of the action 

12. Within 30 days after the completion of the action, the approval 
holder must notify the Department in writing and provide 
completion data. 

Not Applicable 

 

Year 4 - This condition was not triggered during the reporting period. 

Year 3 - This condition was not triggered during the reporting period. 

Year 2 - This condition was not triggered during the reporting period. 

Year 1 - This condition was not triggered during the reporting period. 
 
The action is defined as: 
A new 15 million tonne overburden emplacement area and associated storage dam, relocation of a powerline and construction of an intersection 
on Marulan South Road [EPBC Act referral 2018/8243]  
However, the removal of the vegetation associated with the action has been completed in the year 1 reporting period. 

 
 

Attachments 

Appendix 1 Notification of retirement of credits 

Appendix 2 Notification of commencement of works 
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5.0 Non-compliances with conditions of EPBC 

2018/8243 

 
There have been no non-compliances with the Conditions of EPBC 2018/8243 for the Year 4 reporting 
period – 21st March 2025 – 20th March 2026. 
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Appendix 1 
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Appendix 2 
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